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Internationals  become 
“world  in  our  midst” 


low  : 


Some  missionaries  do  better  than  others  at  maintaining  a  low  profile.  Herb 
Billings.  6-foot-11,  and  Sue  Lindwall.  4-looH  1,  are  both  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Guatemala.  Fellow  missionary  Harry  Byrd  claims  Billings  is  the  tall  set 
man  in  Guatemala  (FMB)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge 
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ATLANTA,  Ga.  (BP)-Like 
McDonald’s  and  Coca-Cola,  they  are 
everywhere— so  prevalent  many 
Americans  do  not  realize  their  pre¬ 
sence.  They  are  the  internationals 
among  us,  the  world  in  our  midst. 

Internationals  are  those  who  come 
to  the  United  States  to  study,  work,  or 
vacation,  but  do  not  plan  to  settle  here 
permanently. 

Newsweek  estimates  their  number 
at  about  8  million. 

“The  world  has  come  to  the  United 
States,”  said  Oscar  I.  Romo,  language 
missions  director  for  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  “and  we  have  a  chance  to 
impact  the  world  here  in  America." 

Romo  believes  this  impact  can  be 
twofold  Some  internationals  become 
Christians  in  America;  as  excited  new 
Christians,  they  return  to  their  home¬ 
land  as  "missionaries  for  Jesus 
Christ”  Many  may  make  an  impact 
on  overseas  churches.  The  Home  and 
Foreign  Mission  Boards  cooperate  to 
develop  a  network  whereby  interna¬ 
tionals  touched  here  can  be  followed 
up  by  FMB  representatives  abroad. 

While  Yoishiko  Free  was  in  Los 
Angeles  last  year,  she  visited 
Japanese  Baptist  Mission  in 
Westminster,  Calif.,  which  her  sister, 
Yuriko  Sato,  attends.  Before  she  re¬ 
turned  to  Japan,  Yoishiko  became  a 


By  Jim  Newton 

Christian.  Today  she  is  active  in  a  Bap¬ 
tist  church  in  Japan. 

One  of  the  greatest  challenges  fac¬ 
ing  Baptists  is  to  reach  the  thousands 
of  Japanese  tourists  and  business 
people  flooding  American  cities.  More 
than  700,000  Japanese  visit  the  United 
States  each  year,  including  almost 
600,000  tourists.  Yet  Southern  Baptists 
have  active  ministries  for  Japanese 
tourists  only  in  Hawaii,  where  exten¬ 
sive  hotel  worship  services  are  con¬ 
ducted. 

Tsunenori  Uchino,  pastor  of 
Japanese  Baptist  Mission  near  Los 
Angeles,  believes  Japanese  are  among 
the  most  difficult  internationals  to 
reach.  It  is  so  difficult  to  climb  the 
thick  wall  of  ancestor-worship  and 
other  religious  traditions,  many 
Japanese  Christians  become  discour¬ 
aged.  “But  that’s  the  wrong  attitude,” 
insisted  Kimio  Kokubu,  retired  real 
estate  executive  and  Christian  for  only 
one  year.  “We  Christians  can’t  ever 
give  up.” 

Romo  estimates  about  000  Southern 
Baptist  churches  have  active  minis¬ 
tries  to  internationals,  some  highly 
developed  with  large  attendance- 
such  as  First  Baptist  of  Huntsville, 
Ala.— and  others  with  small  groups. 
One  common  error  many  churches 
make  is  to  assume  there  are  few,  if 


any,  internationals  in  their  commun¬ 
ity. 

"I  believe  God  is  sending  people  to 
our  shores  who  would  be  beyond  our 
reach  under  normal  circumstances, 
either  because  our  finances  are  li¬ 
mited,  or  because  their  governments 
have  closed  their  doors  to  a  Christian 
witness,”  concluded  Romo.  “Hie  crit¬ 
ical  question  confronting  Southern 
Baptists  is  this;  will  we  respond  to 
God’s  challenge?  Will  we  reach 
out— in  love,  in  faith— to  the  world  in 
our  midst?” 

(Adapted  from  the  Jdiitiity- 
Febmary  1183  issue  of  Missions  USA. 
Newton  is  Home  Mission  Board  news 
editor.) 

International  Student 
Conference  planned 

This  weekend,  Oct.  21-23,  at  Camp 
Garaywa,  will  be  the  annual  Interna¬ 
tional  Student  Conference  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Student  Union. 

George  Braswell,  professor  of  mis¬ 
sions  and  world  religions  at  Southeast¬ 
ern  Seminary,  will  be  guest  speaker. 
Last  year’s  conference  drew  127  stu¬ 
dents  from  30  countries. 
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Alcohol  is  deadly 


alcohol  are  not  of  such  quantity  pay  attention,  utnerwise  ne  ana 
that  they  would  mean  much,  espe-  everyone  else  m  two  boats  stand  a 
dally  when  compared  with  the  good  chance  of  winding  up  dead, 
amount  of  tax  money  that  is  re-  But,  one  might  claim,  alcohol  is 
quired  to  deal  with  the  problems  already  available  on  the  Madison 
that  are  created  by  alcohol.  County  side.  Yes,  but  if  it  is 

Rankin  County  is  one  where  a  brought  into  Rankin  County,  the 
referendum  will  be  held.  Much  of  bearer  is  subject  to  immediate  ar- 
Rankin  County  borders  on  Ross  rest. 

Barnett  Reservoir.  At  this  time  ^  ^  old  dodge  that  because 

the  Rankin  County  side  of  the  re-  someone  &  doing  it,  it  is  all  right 

servoir  is  dry.  If  there  is  anything  forothers  won’t  work  with  alcohol. 

that  demands  a  clear  head  and  a  . 

steady  hand,  it  is  a  boat.  There  are  ltisaeaaiy. 

no  traffic  patterns .  One  simply  The  only  answer  is  to  keep  it  out 

has  to  drive  defensively.  He  has  to  if  it’s  out  and  to  get  it  out  of  it’s  in. 


Baptists  in  a  number  of  Missis-  dulgence.  In  the  first  place,  re- 
sippi  counties  are  going  to  be  sponsible  moderation  would  mean 
counted  on  the  issue  of  beverage  such  small  amounts  of  alcohol 
alcohol  whether  they  want  to  would  be  consumed  that  the  indus- 
count  or  not.  There  will  be  alcohol  try  would  be  crippled.  In  the  sec- 
referendums  of  one  sort  or  ond  place,  as  long  as  it’s  available, 
another  in  at  least  eight  counties,  somebody  is  going  to  abuse  its 
and  maybe  more.  use;  and  even  according  to  liquor 

Citizens  don’t  have  to  go  to  the  industry  concepts,  this  creates  an 
polls  to  be  counted.  If  they  don’t  immediate  problem.  And  to  corn- 
vote  they  are  counted  with  the  pound  the  problem,  it’s  not  just 
winning  side  regardless  of  their  somebody  but  many  people, 
opinions.  These  votes  will  come  up  So  the  only  answer  that  can  ef- 
Nov.  8,  the  date  of  the  general  fectively  address  the^ problem  is 
election. 

The  counties  that  we  know  about 
with  alcohol  referendums  are 
Greene,  Prentiss,  Lawrence, 

Winston,  Wayne,  Jasper,  Rankin, 
and  Lamar.  Perhaps  there  are 
others. 

Some  years  back  there  was  a  re¬ 
curring  ad  in  several  types  of 
media  that  claimed,  “Beer  Be¬ 
longs.”  This  is  totally  in  error. 

There  is  no  good  reason  for  bever-  Going  back  home  is  always  a 
age  alcohol  to  be  found  anywhere  joyous  time  especially  when  it 
at  anytime.  It  doesn’t  belong  any-  seems  to  be  God’s  will.  This  is  the 
where  in  any  of  its  forms.  way  Arlin  and  I  felt  when  God 

One  might  just  as  well  say  that  a  opened  up  the  way  for  us  to  go  to 
revolver  with  half  of  its  chambers  Harmony  Baptist  Church  in  Tip- 
loaded  belongs  on  every  living  pah  County  at  Walnut.  It  was-iwt 
room  coffee  table,  on  the  mantel,  that  we  did  not  love  his  pastorate 
oi  the  den,  and  on  the  kitchen  ta-  in  Tennessee,  because  we  did.  It 
ble.  In  facf  sucfiT  a  weapon  would  just  seemed  that  this  was  a  special 
be  more  at  home  in  those  places  call  since  we  were  in  our  early  fif- 
than  would  alcohol.  Most  people  ties,  both  in  fair  health;  and  it  was 
are  wise  enough  to  respect  and  located  only  eight  miles  north  of 
handle  guns  with  caution.  There  our  home  town  where  we  hoped  God  for  him, 
are  many  who  are  not  so  wise 
when  it  comes  to  alcohol. 

The  alcohol  interests  would 
have  us  buy  their  package  that  Harmony  was  so  special 
their  product  should  be  handled  in 
moderation.  They  don’t  like 

drunks.  Those  who  have  tanked  up  just  right,  the  place  was  just  right, 


Guest  opinion 


Right  time,  place,  and  church 


sionary  for  over  20  years,  had  cast  wanted  or  needed  because  they  just  kept  abounding, 
his  membership  with  Harmony  were  just  not  ready  to  give  me  up  As  days  turned  into  weeks 
only  a  few  years  before  we  came  yet.  Well,  I  was  not  ready  to  give  weeks  into  months,  I  never  fa 
there.  Why  would  he  change  his  them  up  either  or  the  place  where  to  have  at  least  two  or  more  vi 
membership  from  one  Baptist  Arlin  and  I  had  spent  our  last  days  a  day  from  these  people,  a nc 
church  to  another  within  the  same  together.  one  knows  how  many  teleph 

town?  I  truly  believe  it  was  in  I  felt,  then,  they  were  being  so  calls  I  received  during  the  spa 
God’s  will  for  him  to  be  just  the  considerate  to  me  even  though,  one  week.  Sometimes  I  expres 
right  place  when  Harmony  and  I  unlike  many  pastors’  wives,  I  had  my  deepest  thoughts  and  at  ol 
would  need  him  most.  His  words  a  home  to  go  to  less  than  eight  times  our  visits  were  just  1 
were  just  the  words  I  needed  to  miles  away.  However,  I  told  them  conversation.  These  loving  pe< 
hear  during  the  time  of  death  and  I  would  stay  until  Christmas.  gave  so  much  of  their  preci 
in  days  that  were  to  come.  Thank  The  next  statement  caught  me  time  in  order  to  make  my  loi 
-  totally  surprised  and  unprepared  hours  pass  by  a  little  quicker 

one  day  to  retire  It  was  only  a  What  was  I  to  do  now?  Worry?  for  any  response  other  than  a  sim-  The  shock  of  losing  Arlin  is 
year  and  one  half  later  that  I  came  No,  not  with  God’s  people  from  pie  “Thank  you.”  The  church  con-  most  gone  but  the  piun  and  e 
to  the  realization  of  how  and  why  Harmony  around  to  pick  up  the  tinued  to  pay  me  Arlin’s  salary  tiness  still  remain.  But  I  th 

broken  pieces  of  my  shattered  life,  until  a  new  pastor  moved  onto  the  God,  since  Arlin  had  to  go,  thal 
On  Sunday  morning,  Sept.  26,  The  people,  seemingly,  could  not  church  field.  This  gave  me  the  Harmony  Baptist  Church  pe 
1982  God  saw  that  the  time  was  do  enough  for  us.  The  very  next  much  needed  money  to  handle  fi-  were  there  to  hold  me  and  lov< 
_  _  ’  _  _  '  1,  day  after  we  buried  Arlin,  one  of  nandal  affairs  until  the  Annuity  through  the  most  difficult  pe 

too  freely  and  made  nuisances  of  ^id  the  people  were  just  the  right  our  loving  deacons  came  to  give  Board  began  sending  money  to  my  in  my  entire  life, 

themselves,  or  worse,  are  bad  for  people  to  help  me  and  my  family  me  the  news  that  the  deacons  had  younger  daughter  to  finish  college  "nioughts  by  Be  y 
the  image  of  the  industry.  through  the  death  of  my  beloved  met  and  wanted  me  to  remain  in  and  to  me  a  monthly  allotment  and  daughter^enne.  Writtei 

Those  persistant  drunks,  how-  husband.  the  pastorium  for  as  long  as  I  check.  Their  love  and  generosity  daughter,  Deborah  Wilkersor 

ever,  point  up  the  one  overriding  Harry  Phillips,  the  county  mis-  ^  .  .  |  1  1  " 

truth  in  the  whole  tapestry— there 
is  no  place  to  draw  the  line  be¬ 
tween  moderation  and  overin- 
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Whatever  weakens  your  reason, 
impairs  the  tenderness  of  your 
conscience,  obscures  your  sense 
of  God,  or  takes  off  your  relish  for 
spiritual  things— that  is  sin  to 
you.— Susannah  Wesley 


You  can ’t  explain  the  mystery  of 
the  physical  birth— so  don’t  feel 
compelled  to  explain  the  mystery 
of  the“new  birth.”  Just  makesure 
that  you  have,  by  God’s  grace, 
been  bom  again  — Sam  Hart 


Thursday,  October  20, 1983 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  3 


At  the  recent  deaf  conference  at  Camp 
Garaywa,  Clinton,  a  record  total  of  97 
persons  registered,  according  to 
Richard  Alford  of  the  Cooperative 
Missions  Department  which  sponsored 
the  retreat.  A  deaf  choir  practiced  during 
the  conference  directed  by  Mrs.  Barbara 
Yount,  of  Fort  Worth,  whose  husband. 
Richard,  is  a  professor  at  Southwestern 
Seminary.  The  Younts  and  Donna  and 
Larry  Barnett  were  featured  speakers. 
Barnett  is  pastor  to  the  deaf  in  West 
Monroe,  La.  Chatting  together  are,  from 
left,  Jamie  Henderson,  Debra  Dykes,  and 
George  Dykes,  all  of  Jackson. 


Baptist 

deaf 

retreat 


Youth  evan 


gelism  meet 
to  feature  Peter  McLeod 


Messages  by  Peter  McLeod  and  will  be  “Soar  Like  an  Eagle,"  taken 
concerts  by  Kay  DeKalb  and  Steve  from  Isaiah  40:31. 

Camp  -will  be  features  of  the  annual  The  Evangelism  Department  of  the 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference,  Dec.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
29-30  at  the  Mississippi  College  Col-  is  event  sponsor, 
iseum  in  Clinton.  Attendance  at  the  Conference  re- 

McLeod  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  quires  a  83  per  person  fee.  To  avoid 
Hattiesburg,  DeKalb  is  a  singer-  long  lines  at  the  conference,  students 
comedienne  from  Nashville,  and  have  the  option  of  registering  by  mail 
Camp  is  a  singer  from  Jenks,  Okla.  by  Dec.  14.  Write,  including  $3  per  per- 
At  each  session  there  will  be  special  son,  to  Guy  Henderson,  director, 
Christian  witness  training  led  by  Evangelism  Department,  Box  530, 
Lamar  Slay,  minister  of  youth  at  Cas-  Jackson,  Miss. ,  39205. 
tie  Hills  First  Church,  San  Antonio,  Registration  at  the  door  begins  at  1 
Tex  p.m.,  Thursday,  Dec.  29,  with  the  open- 

Bruce  Fields,  minister  of  youth  and  ing  of  the  program  at  2.  The  confer- 
activities  at  First  Church,  Biloxi,  and  ence  closes  at  4:15,  Dec.  30.  (The  1983 


McLeod 


DeKalb 


On  Sept.  25,  Lake  Forest  Baptist 
Chapel,  a  mission  of  La  Belle  Haven 
Baptist  Church  in  Memphis,  consti¬ 
tute  as  a  church. 

The  chapel,  located  in  Walls,  Miss., 
has  been  in  existence  since  November 
1960  when  La  Belle  Haven  assumed  the 
debts  of  the  failing  Goodman  Road 
Baptist  Church. 

Lake  Fores  t  Chapel  was  begun  in  the 
incomplete  facilities  left  by  the  failed 
church.  Since  that  time  the  facilities 
have  been  completed,  the  property 
paid  off,  and  Sunday  School  atten¬ 
dance  now  averages  45. 

Donald  Minshew,  who  has  served  as 
the  mission  pastor  since  its  beginning, 
will  continue  as  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  Minshew  is  a  graduate  of 
Memphis  State  University  and  is  in  his 
final  year  at  Mid-America  Seminary 
in  Memphis. 

Lake  Forest  will  be  part  of  the 
Northwest  Baptist  Association. 


Fields 


Malone 


Southwestern 
revival  fills 
auditorium 


John’s  gospel 
now  printed  in 
Russian  Braille 


Church,  Coral  Gables,  Fla.,  using  no 
pulpit,  preached  with  personal  trans¬ 
parency  and  intensity  that  had  stu¬ 
dents,  faculty,  and  administration  fil- 
STUTTGART,  Germany  (EP) — The  ling  the  1,200  seats  in  the  auditorium, 
United  Bible  Societies  report  that  the  lining  the  walls,  and  watching  by  video 
Gospel  according  to  John  in  Russian  in  first  one,  then  two  over-flow  rooms. 
Braille  has  been  printed  and  is  ready  Yeary  said,  “The  world  is  dying  and 
for  shipment.  This  gospel  follows  the  we’re  playing  intramurals,”  and 
previous  Braille  publication  of  the  Satan  has  moved  into  Southern  Baptist 
Gospel  according  to  Matthew,  of  which  fellowships  and  divided  them  with  a 
about  500  copies  could  be  placed  into  whole  lot  of  catchwords  that  are  “ab- 
the  hands  of  blind  people  in  the  Soviet  solutely  of  the  devil.” 

Union.  “I  just  can’t  justify  my  existence  if  I 

The  first  recipient  of  such  a  Braille  don’t  bring  people  to  Jesus,”  he 
gospel  in  Moscow  when  his  fingers  explained. 

were  “reading”  across  the  lines,  Preaching  from  the  “fifth  Gospel, 
exclaimed  with  his  voice  full  of  tears:  the  book  of  Ego,”  Yeary  charged,  “We 
“It  is  as  if  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  the  attempt  to  make  Jesus’  gospel  a  little 
angel  of  light,  had  come  to  visit  me !  more  palatable.  We  live  like  we  have  a 
Now  I  can  read  for  myself  the  glorious  conviction  that  he  really  didn’t  mean 
Word  of  God,”  according  to  UBS  us  to  take  him  so  seriously,  like  we’re 
spokesmen.  trying  to  improve  on  what  he  taught. 

The  Gospel  of  Matthew  was  the  first  “That’s  the  number  one  temptation 
religious  Braille  publication  to  ever  for  the  rest  of  our  life,  doing  only  what 
reach  the  Soviet  Union.  Presently  the  we  like. 

United  Bible  Societies  are  working  on  “It  was  from  the  cross  that  Jesus 
the  publication  of  the  Gospel  accord-  saved  the  world,  not  from  a  safe  ad- 
ing  to  Mark.  dress,”  Yeary  pointed  out. 


Cooper  law  chair  established 


More  donations 
to  FMB  center 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  A 
Richmond,  Va.,  couple  and  friends  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  president 
and  his  wife  have  made  major  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  board’s  missionary  learn¬ 
ing  center. 

J.  Harwood  and  Louise  Blanks  Coch¬ 
rane  of  Richmond  are  donating  an 
approximately  160-acre  parcel  of  land 
in  North  Carolina  toward  construction 
of  the  center  on  a  233-acre  site  near 
Richmond  they  donated  earlier. 

Friends  of  R.  Keith  and  Helen  Jean 
Parks,  mostly  from  their  native 
Texas,  have  already  donated  more 
than  (122,000  toward  construction  of 
one  of  11  missionary  housing  units  at 
the  learning  colter.  The  building  will 
be  named  for  the  Parkses. 

The  Cochranes’  gift  is  undeveloped 
land  adjoining  the  Overnite  Transpor¬ 
tation  terminal.  Cochrane,  a  Southern 
Baptist  layman  and  Foreign  Mission 
Board  member,  is  founder,  board 
chairman,  and  chief  executive  of 
Overnite  Transportation,  one  of  the 
nation’s  largest  trucking  firms. 

The  Cochranes’  latest  gift  has  not 
been  appraised,  but  earlier  gifts  of 
stock  and  land  were  valued  at  about 
$1.5  million.  The  center,  named  for 
Baker  J.  and  Eloise  Cauthen,  the 
board’s  executive  director  emeritus 
and  his  wife,  will  be  used  to  train  new 
missionaries  and  volunteers. 
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Thursday,  October  26, 1163 


Widow  seeks  to  nullify  will 
leaving  millions  to  Baptists 


ROANOKE,  Va.  (BP)— The  widow  Southern  Baptist  institutions, 
of  a  multi-millionaire  Virginia  real  es-  Reportedly  included  among  the  be¬ 
ta  te  developer  has  filed  suit  to  nullify  a  neficiaries  to  the  possible  (14  million 
1982  will  made  by  her  husband  which  estate  of  Howard  E.  Sigmon  are 
excluded  her  and  benefited  several  Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 


Forest,  N.  C.;  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.;  Oak  HOI  Academy  (ah 
institution  of  the  Baptist  General  As- 
sociaton  of  Virginia),  and  Rosalind 
Hills  Baptist  Church  in  Roanoke. 

Ferrum  College,  a  Methodist  school , 
and  Friendship  Manor  Apartment  Vil- 
lage  Corp.  also  were  listed  as  be¬ 
neficiaries.  Sigmon’s  sister  reportedly 
was  named  to  receive  furniture  and 
other  items.  Norma  Jean  Sigmon,  who 
married  the  widowed  Sigmon  in  1975, 
received  nothing. 

Sigmon  died  Aug.  18. 

Mrs.  Sigmon’s  suit,  according  to  a 
story  in  the  Roanoke  Times,  alleges 
Sigmon’s  lawyer,  Richard  Pence,  and 
Baptist  seminary  officials  influenced 
her  82-year-old  husband  to  cut  her  out 
of  his  will  and  leave  his  fortune  to  sev¬ 
eral  nonprofit  organizations. 

She  said  Sigmon  suffered  from  Al¬ 
zheimer’s  Disease  and  “insane  delu¬ 
sions”  she  was  having  affairs  with 
numerous  men. 

Mrs.  Sigmon,  58,  reportedly  is  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  Rosalind  Hills  Baptist 
Church  as  was  her  husband.  She  had 
never  married  before  she  married 
Sigmon. 

A  Roanoke  County  Circuit  Court 
judge  has.  temporarily  blocked  Pence 
from  serving  as  executor  and  ap¬ 
pointed  a  local  bank  to  oversee  the  es¬ 
tate  until  the  matter  is  settled. 


Hamiter  named  volunteer 
health  administrator 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— J.  Cecil  ual  f  or  health  care  adminstrators,  and 
Hamiter,  recently  retired  president  of  help  recruit  health  care  personnel. 
Baptist  Memorial  Hospital,  Gadsden,  especially  administrators. 

Ala.,  has  been  named  volunteer  con-  One  of  Hamiter’s  first  assignments 
sultant  far  health  care  administration  calls  for  him  to  spend  two  months  in 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis-  Ghana  with  the  staff  of  Baptist  Medi- 
sion  Board.  cel  Centre,  Nalerigu,  working  with  the 

Continuing  to  live  in  Gadsden  and  hospital’s  new  administrator.  Hami- 
serving  on,  a  voluntary  basis,  Hamiter  ter  participated  in  a  team  evaluation 
will  enlarge  a  role  as  volunteer  consul-  of  the  hospital  more  than  two  years 
tant  which  began  about  15  years  ago  ago  which  resulted  in  a  number  of 
when  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  asked  changes  to  solve  problems  caused  by  a 
him  to  evaluate  the  Mexican-  crushing  patient  load. 

American  Hospital,  Guadalajara,  He  has  been  a  trustee  for  Baptist 
Mexico.  hospitals  in  the  Middle  East,  helped 

As  volunteer  consultant,  Hamiter  Baptist  hospitals  get  necessary 
will  consult  with  the  board’s  area  di-  supplies  and  repairs,  and  helped  pro¬ 
rectors  and  other  staff  on  health  care  vide  continuing  medical  education  for 
administration,  help  evaluate  selected  furloughing  missionaries  through  the 
health  care  facilities,  develop  a  man-  Gadsden  hospital. 


GAs  are  winners 


Mary  Frank  Kirkpatrick,  formor  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Nigeria  and  Liberia,  left,  dres¬ 
sed  this  GA  and  her  mother  in  Liberian 
clothes  during  the  Mother-Daughter 
weekend  at  Camp  Garaywa.  “GAs  are 
Winner^1  was  the  theme  of  the  gathering 
in  September  during  which  236  GAs 
from  across  the  state  were  present. 


MAJOR  MEDICAL 

Covers  hospital,  medical  and  surgical  for  sickness  or 
accident. 

Provides  up  to  a  million  dollar  lifetime,  non-cancelable 
coverage. 

Excellent  for  self-employed,  farmers,  ranchers  and  small 
businesses.  (Policy  Form  MM-IJ) 

For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  28257,  Jackson,  MS  39289 


“Fafth  of  the  Founders” 
group  discusses  orthodoxy 


Something  new  and  yet  something  lance  between  the  historical,  exposi-  area  gave  pungent  practical  insight  to 

>ld  occurred  in  Southern  Baptist  life  tional,  practical,  and  doctrinal  areas  his  message, 

luring  August.  The  first  annual  South-  formed  the  core  of  the  formal  presen-  Serving  as  a  combination  of  the 
;m  Baptist  Conference  on  the  Faith  of  tations.  practical  and  the  theological  was  Jim 

toe  Founders  was  held  in  Memphis,  Three  historical  papers  were  pre-  Gables,  from  First  Baptist  Church  in 

renn.,  at  Southwestern  College  (not  sented.  The  writer,  a  professor  at  Osceola,  Missouri.  Gables  gave  an  ex- 

jouthem  Baptist  —  editor.)  The  136  Mid-America  Seminary,  filled  two  cellent  presentation  of  the  value  of 

conferees  heard  14  presentations  sessions  investigating  the  doctrines  of  Pilgrim’s  Progress  in  preaching  the 

which  highlighted  the  theological  grace  in  Baptist  history.  Ben  Mitchell,  doctrines  of  grace.  Two  messages 

emphases  taken  for  granted  and  con-  a  pastor  in  Fort  Worth  and  recent  strictly  doctrinal  in  nature  were  as- 

sidered  synonymous  with  orthodoxy  graduate  of  Southwestern  Seminary,  signed  to  Jimmy  Millikin  of  Mid- 

among  the  Baptists  of  the  South  in  the  presented  a  paper  on  Patrick  Hues  America  Seminary  and  J.  W.  Baker, 

19th  and  early  20th  centuries.  Mell,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  pastor  of  Trinity  Baptist  Church  in 

A  Statement  of  Principles  serving  as  Convention  for  17  years ,  emphasizing  Bay  City  Texas  (Trinity  is  not  a 

a  guideline  for  the  coherence  infers  his  educational  and  ministerial  labors  Southern  Baptist  Church  -Editor) 

the  necessity  of  such  an  undertaking  as  well  as  his  strong  commitment  to  subject  was  Die  Effectual 

from  current  movements  with*  the  doctrines  which  highlight  God’s  CaU-”  Baker  s  ser^n  was  enbUeJ 

Southern  Baotist  life  It  states  sovereignty  in  salvation.  Preaching  the  Biblical  Doctrine  of 

Southern  Baptist  life,  it  stat«.  ^  ^positional  aspect  of  the  con-  Election.’’  Both  were  extremely  well 

God  has  reigmted  among  Southern  ference  was  carrje(j  by  Richard  received  and  just  as  effective. 

BapUste  ripd  the  doc'  Belcher  of  Columbia  Bible  College  Notable  Baptist  names  which  quite 

m  r  (interdenominational-editor.)  a£d  often  surfaced  during  presentations 

"o'**  *  N»r,h  were  Charl“  ******* Andrew  Fu|- 

K  » ~ i  «hoi,?d  ity  Pompano  Baptist  Church  in  Pompano  ler,  William  Carey,  Adoniram  Judson, 

conserved  ££££  £lcher presented  twoex-  John  A.  Broadus,  P.  H.  Mell,  W.  B. 

“uw  ‘  «  positions  from  the  book  of  Romans,  Johnson,  J.  P.  Boyce,  and  B.  H.  Car- 

Die  same  Statement  of  Principles  and  Fisher  gave  a  meditation  from  roll.  Two  special  features,  a  slide  pre¬ 
defines  the  nature  of  the  conference.  psajm  go.  sentation  of  historic  Baptist  leaders 

“To  be  a  balanced  conference  in  re-  Practical  application  of  the  doc-  correlated  with  reading  from  their 
sped  to  doctrine  and  devotion,  expres-  trines  formed  the  burden  of  presents-  publications  and  a  dramatic  musical 
sed  in  the  doctrines  of  grace  and  their  tions  by  Ernest  C.  Reisinger,  David  presentation  of  the  life  of  Adoniram 
experimental  application  to  the  local  Miller,  and  George  McDearmon.  Judson,  filled  two  late  evening  ses- 
church,  particularly  in  the  areas  of  Reisinger  spoke  on  Doctrine  and  De-  sions. 

worship  and  witness.’’  votion,  emphasizing  the  necessity  of  The  second  annual  Southern  Baptist 

Every  aspect  of  this  first  conference  building  personal  holiness  from  a  doc-  Conference  on  the  Faith  of  the  Found- 
held  true  to  its  proposed  nature,  trinal  foundation.  Miller,  director  of  ers  Is  planned  for  July  31  through  Au- 
Speaking  to  Southern  Baptist  pastors  missions  for  the  Little  Red  River  As-  gust  3, 1984,  at  Southwestern  College  in 
and  staff  members  and  wives  and  sociation  in  Arkansas,  exhorted  the  Memphis, 
focusing  on  the  historic  position  of  conferees  to  spotlight  the  Lordship  of 

Baptists  concerning  the  relationship  of  Christ  in  evangelistic  preaching.  Tern  Netties  is  a  professor  at  Mid- 
God’s  sovereignty  to  salvation,  the  McDearmon  shared  the  fruits  of  his  America  Seminary, Memphls,.an  inde¬ 
conference  was  characterized  by  heal-  struggle  to  develop  a  theory  of  church  pendent  institution  using  Southern 
thy  emphases  relating  the  doctrines  of  planting  consistent  with  the  gospel  and  Baptist  faculty  members.  Nettles,  a 
grace  to  their  practical  outworking  in  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ.  His  ex-  former  professor  at  Southwestern 
holiness  of  life  and  evangelism.  A  ba-  perience  in  the  Albany,  New  York,  Seminary,  is  a  native  of  Mississippi. 
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Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 
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Court  hears  plea  of 
paralyzed  volunteer 


“  v  in  disaster  set 

Texas  leads  Corts  Inaugural  regional  meeting 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP )-New  BIRMINGHAM— Gerhard  Claas,  '  ^  u  t 

Sunday  Schools  begun  in  the  1982-83  general  secretary  of  the  Baptist  World  A  meeting  of  the  National  Volunteer 

church  year  ending  Sept.  30  topped  Alliance,  will  deliver  the  major  ad-  Organizations  Active  in  Disaster  will 
1,000  for  the  sixth  consecutive  year,  dress  as  Samford  University  inaugu-  take  place,  Oct.  31-Nov  2atGulfshore 
with  a  total  of  1,089  reported  to  the  rates  its  new  president,  Thomas  E.  Baptist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian. 
BaptistSunday  Ichool  Board’s  Sunday  Corts,  here,  Nov.  9.  Besides  Southern  Baptists,  groups 

School  Department.  Corts,  former  president  of  Wingate  participating  include  American  Red 

The  total  represents  an  increase  of  College  in  North  Carolina,  began  ser-  Cross,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  United 
62  over  the  1981-82  tally  of  1,027.  Since  vice  at  Samford  on  Sept.  1.  Methodists,  Salvation  Army,  and 

1977,  7,301  new  Sunday  Schools  have  Church  World  Service, 

been  reported.  The  largest  number.  Suit  dismissed  ■  Sessions  include  “Conflict  man- 

1,273,  was  reported  in  1978-79.  °Ult  1118  8  agement  for  Volunteers,”  “Impact  of 

Texas  led  all  states  last  year  with  a  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)-A  $5  mill-  Disaster  on  Children,”  and  “Volun- 
total  of  282  new  Sunday  Schools,  ex-  ion  damage  suit  against  the  Southern  leers’  Role  in  Disaster.” 
ceeding  the  state  goal  of  200.  Florida  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  was  An  April  meeting  of  the  N.V.O.A.D. 
was  second  with  128  reported,  surpas-  dismissed  by  a  U.S.  District  Court  was  cancelled  because  of  flooding  in 
sing  its  goal  of  100.  California  was  third  judge  in  Fort  Worth,  for  lack  of  juris-  Marion  County. 

nrtMl  1AA>  AKtn  f/ttii4k  iA  A>ul  A  *iiiAfin  diction  * 

The  suit  was  filed  by  Nasser  Lotfi  of 

Austin,  Tex.,  who  claims  he  was  Experienced  mountain  climbers  re¬ 
beaten  by  Turkish  immigrants  while  port  that  the  best  way  to  take  advan- 
serving  as  a  Foreign  Mission  Board  tage  of  the  breathtaking  view  at  the 
volunteer  in  West  Germany.  mountain  top  is  to  stay  on  your  knees. 

Judge  David  O.  Belew,  Jr.,  noted  in  This  is  to  avoid  being  blown  over  by  the 
his  ruling  negotiations  related  to  Lotr  strong  winds  present  on  mountain 
fi’s  service  overseas  were  made  peaks.  Thus  it  is  with  life.  Once  we 
through  the  mail  and  during  a  meeting  climb  to  a  pinnacle  of  success,  we 
in  Virginia,  not  in  Texas,  and  the  in-  would  do  well  to  remain  on  our 
juries  Lotfi  says  he  sustained  were  in-  knees— to  avoid  being  blown  off  the 
curred  in  Germany.  peak. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— The  Sup-  Koons,  foundation  president.  A  160,000 
reme  Court  of  Virginia  has  agreed  to  fund  given  by  people  and  groups  who 
hear  the  workmen’s  compensation  ap-  wanted  to  help  support  Sorrels  had 
peal  of  paralyzed  Mission  Service  been  providing  $44)0  a  month,  but  now 
Corps  volunteer  Robert  W.  Sorrels.  will  be  used  mostly  to  build  him  a 
SoiTels’  original  claim  for  work-  small  barrier-free  house  near  the 
men’s  compensation  was  turned  down  seminary  campus,  said  Koons.  Origi- 
in  July  1982  by  L.  W.  Hiner,  chief  de-  nally,  Koons  and  other  founders  of  the 
puty  commissioner  of  the  Industrial  fund  had  hoped  donations  to  the  fund 
Commission  of  Virginia.  Later,  the  full  might  total  $150,000  to  $200,000,  which 
commission  upheld  Hiner’ s  ruling.  they  felt  could  provide  for  Sorrels’ 

Sorrels,  31,  was  injured  in  an  au-  needs, 
tomobile  accident  April  15,  1980  less  Commissioner  Hiner  ruled  in  1982 

if tter  hearrived  ln  that  no  actual  employer-employee  re- 
Nigeria,  where  he  was  to  be  an  accoun-  utionship  existed  between  the  Foreign 
tant  for  one  year  .He  went  to  Nigeria  as  Mlssion  Boon)  and  Sorrels, 

a  volunteer  in  the  Mission  Service  „ 

Corps  program,  which  is  designed  to  ’n'«  Foreign  Mission  Board  declined 
give  Southern  Baptists  an  opportunity  to  l<»«-term  financial  respon- 

for  one  to  two  years’  missionary  ser-  ability  for  Sorrels  because  he  had 
vice  in  the  United  States  or  overseas.  S01*  Nigeria  as  a  volixiteer,  not  as  a 
Sorrels,  paralyzed  from  the  shoul-  career  missionary,  and  because  all 
ders  down,  has  entered  Southwestern  Mission  Service  Corps  volunteers 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  with  a  goal  of  signed  waivers  absolving  the  board  of 
becoming  a  preacher  or  missionary,  responsibility  in  the  event  of  a  disabl- 
Before  the  accident,  he  worked  for  aN  in*  bijury. 

Washington,  D.C.,  savings  and  loan  But  the  board  did  spend  more  than 
firm.  $28,888  for  Sorrels’  medical  care  and 

The  District  of  Columbia  Baptist  voted  to  continue  a  monthly  stipend  of 
Convention  Foundation  is  providing  $603.50  until  October  1982,  when  he 
Sorrels  a  $409-a-month  scholarship  would  become  eligible  for  government 
while  he  is  in  school,  said  Vinton  disability  benefits. 


Seminary  accredited 


Wagne  Baggett 

Minuter  of  Mutic  -  Yoath 


Baptist  nurses  form 
national  fellowship 


Meridian  pastor 
dies  at  46 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Quitman,  Mississippi 
will  celebrate 

140  Years  of  Bountiful  Blessings 

October  30, 1983 

All  members,  former  members  and  staff,  and  friends  of 
First  Baptist  are  invited  to  attend  this  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion. _ __ _ 


John  D.  Hopper,  Jr.,  46,  pastor  of 
South  Side  Church,  Meridian,  died  of 
cancer  Oct.  16,  at  7:30  a.m.  The  fu- 

fneral  was  held  at 
South  Side  Church, 
Meridian,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  Oct.  18  at  2 
p.m. 

Hopper  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Mississippi 
and  was  a  graduate 
of  Chalybeate  High 
School,  Blue  Moun- 
Hopper  tain  College,  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  Before  going 
to  the  South  Side  pastorate  in  1971,  he 
had  served  pastorates  in  Mississippi  at 
West  Ripley  Church;  Sunrise,  Carth¬ 
age;  High  Hill,  Philadelphia;  and  New 
Hope,  Meridian;  and  in  Alabama  at 
York. 

He  had  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Blue  Mountain 
College  and  as  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nominations  for  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Among  the  survivors  are  his  wife, 
the  former  Barbara  Ann  Ellis,  and 
three  children,  ages  22, 20,  and  10. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)—  involvement  in  home  and  foreign  mis- 
Bringing  Christian  nurses  together  sion  activities  and  through  disaster  re- 
under  the  umbrella  of  organized  fel-  lief  projects, 
lowship  and  ministry  is  the  goal  of  the  Nursing  professionals  will  pay  dues 
newly  founded  Baptist  Nursing  Fel-  of  $25  per  year  and  nursing  students  $5 
lowship  (BNF).  per  year  and  nursing  students  $5  per 

The  BNF  will  be  officially  born  at  the  year.  Nurses  who  are  active  or 

November  Baptist  Medical-Dental  emeritus  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
Fellowship  ( BMDF )  national  meeting  sionaries  are  not  required  to  pay  dues, 

in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  where  its  Slated  as  officers  for  1983-84  are 
proposed  constitution,  bylaws,  and  Ellen  Tabor,  Winston-Salem.  N.C., 
slate  of  officers  will  be  presented  to  president;  Carol  Stephenson,  Mes- 
attending  nurses.  A  steering  commit-  quite,  Texas,  vice-president;  Barbara 
tee  of  medical  professionals  and  rep-  McCoy,  Tifton,  Ga.,  program  chair- 
resentatives  of  Woman’s  Missionary  person;  Betty  Hall,  Wise,  Va.,  mem- 
Union,  Southern  Baptist  Convention  bership  chairperson;  Saramma 
and  the  BMDF  met  last  month  to  plan  Joseph  George,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  ser- 
the  launching.  vice  chairperson;  Paul  Lawrence, 

The  BNF  will  be  a  sister  organize-  Leeds,  Ala.,  finance  chairperson,  and 
tion  to  the  seven-year-old  BMDF,  Nancy  Muldrow,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
which  is  endorsed  by  the  Foreign  Mis-  nominating  chairperson, 
sion  Board,  Home  Mission  Board,  For  more  information  concerning 
Brotherhood,  and  Woman's  Missio-  the  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship,  con¬ 
nary  Union.  tact  Carolyn  Weatherford,  Woman’s 

WMU  has  agreed  to  provide  advis-  Missionary  Union,  P.O.  Box  C-10, 
ory  and  administrative  support  for  the  Birmingham,  Ala.  35283-0010. 

Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship. 

‘‘We  recognize  the  need  for  nursing  . 

personnel  to  come  together  for  mission  Resolution  WTlterS 

information  and  inspiration,  as  well  as  .  .  .i 

for  the  support  they  can  offer  career  SSKCO.  tO  mail 
missionaries,”  Carolyn  Weatherford,  „__T  _L,  __J  „£  »•  „ 

executive  director  of  WMU,  SBC  said  COpy  ahead  OI  time 

The  stated  purposes  of  the  BNF  are 

threefold,  according  to  proposed  Those  interested  in  presenting  re- 
bylaws  :  to  provide  nurses  and  nursing  solutions  during  the  annual  meeting  of 
students  opportunities  for  worship,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
witnessing,  and  ministering  through  Nov.  14-16  at  Jackson’s  First  Baptist 
professional  association;  to  provide  Church,  should  mail  them  to  the 
education  and  learning  experiences  executive  secretary’s  office  at  the 
through  Bible  study,  theological  train-  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  prior  to 
ing,  ethical  study,  and  evaluation  of  the  convention.  Earl  Kelly,  executive 
denominational  work  and  professional  secretary,  will  pass  these  resolutions 
education;  and  to  provide  members  on  to  those  named  to  the  Committee  on 
opportunities  for  expanded  Christian  Resolutions.  Write:  Resolutions,  Earl 
service  and  witness  through  personal  Kelly,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205. 


100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 


Enrollment  now  available  at  65  or  over.  Hurry!  1983  enrollment 

almost  over.  Guaranteed  renewable.  Form  MS  100. 

■  A  policy  that  pays  1 00%  of  what  Medicare  does  not  pay  for 
hospital  and  100%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of  the 
area  for  doctors  in  hospital— not  Just  Medicare  allowable 
charges. 

■  NOW  only  ONE  Medicare  Supplement  needed  and  ONE 
claim  form  to  complete. 

■  Pays  100%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of  the  area  in 
doctor’s  office,  clinic,  or  out  patient  after  $75.00  deduct!- 


■  Also  pays  benefits  for  nurse  and  nursing  home. 

These  are  the  policy  benefits. 

(If  on  Medicaid,  do  not  reply) 

For  full  Information  phone  956-3992 
or  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 

R.  C.  PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY,  P.A 

ft.  C.  Porter,  regional  director 
P.  O.  Box  16849,  Jock  eon,  MS  39206 

Name _ Age _ 


Church  Pew  Cushions:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  6934451. 


PSALMS  THREE  Gospel  Stagers 
will  share  Christ  with  your 
church.  891-371-1181. 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 


KVA  CHURCH  STEEPLES 

y  «  BAFTISTRIES 

W/AVIg«  a  well  CROSSES 
■H  wHK  a  BePTISTRV  WRIER  HESTERS 


^cotoniai  conitmrnii&»v  eno 

■  moci^* 

■  tmciion  umik  ccmpfin^ 

■  CRArus  aho  criu/s  auaii abi e 

■  tttHU  OP  CfiU  fop  COtOP 

■  LITERATURE  tm  PROPOSAL 
W  TOU  FREE 

ff  800  201-3152 

W in  GEORGIA  CA  . 

Fcoutci 

A04  993  9960 
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Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

Oct.  28-29  Sunday  School  Growth— New  Vision;  FBC,  Jackson;  10  a.m.,  28th 

Oct.  21-23  IntwnatiwsldStudent Conference ;  Camp Garaywa, Clinton;  5p.m. 

21st-Noon,  23rd  (SW) _ _ 

Louisville  sets  Day  day 
to  honor  former  pastor 


Three  pastors  present 
views  on  millennium 


By  Linda  Lawton 

pact  on  his  ministry  as  a  pastor. 
“When  a  preacher  interprets  the  Bible 
literally,  I  believe  he  has  more  power 
in  his  preaching,”  Smith  said. 

McClanahan  said  the  amillennial 
position  “views  the  millennium  in 
spiritual  terms  rather  than  in  literal 
terms.  The  amillennial  view  puts  a 
stronger  emphasis  on  what  God  has 
already  done  in  Jesus  Christ,”  he 
noted. 

“Tlie  amillennial  viewpoint  should 
have  a  direct  bearing  on  Christian  ac¬ 
tions  and  attitudes  in  the  vital  areas  of 
mission,  evangelism,  ministry,  and 
Christian  living  in  general,”  said 
McClanahan.  “The  amillennial  posi¬ 
tion  should  be  a  strong  theological 
support  for  Bold  Mission  Thrust.” 

Of  the  similarities  of  the  three  views, 
McClanahan  said,  “We  all  take  the 
Bible  very  seriously.  We  recognize  the 
Bible  to  be  God’s  authentic,  authorita¬ 
tive  word  to  us.” 

The  three  also  agreed  they  share 
similar  views  on  the  sovereignty  of 
God,  the  need  of  people  for  Jesus 
Christ  as  Savior,  the  future  return  of 
Christ,  judgment  of  the  lost  and  saved , 
a  literal  hell  and  literal  heaven,  and 


the  triumph  of  God  in  history. 

In  a  discussion  on  implementing 
editorial  guidelines  in  regard  to  the 
millennium,  McClanahan  recom¬ 
mended  including  in  a  Sunday  school 
unit  on  Revelation  a  lesson  on  the  mil¬ 
lennium  in  which  the  three  views  are 
presented. 

Brooks  said  he  would  like  to  see 
' '  more  emphasis  on  the  rule  of  God  and 
the  lordship  of  Christ.  The  rule  of  God 
on  a  man  or  woman’s  life  would  enable 
him  or  her  to  be  prepared  for  the 
Lord’s  return  and  to  see  God  is  in  con¬ 
trol  of  history.” 

Smith  said  Sunday  School  Board 
publications  will  not  cause  problems 
as  long  as  writers  and  editors  present 
what  the  Bible  says  and  explain  their 
interpretations.  “Where  you  could  get 
in  trouble  would  be  to  say  the  Bible 
says  one  thing  but  the  truth  is 
another,”  he  said. 

“What  I  read  (of  Sunday  School 
Board  literature)  has  gotten  infinitely 
better  in  recent  years  even  though  it’s 
always  been  good,”  said  Smith. 

(Linda  Lawson  writes  for  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board.) 


a  part  of  a  “Book  of  Letters”  to  be 
presnted  to  Day  during  the  activities. 

Day  was  pastor  of  First,  Louisville, 
1941-48.  Upon  his  retirement,  he  and 
Mrs.  Day  moved  back  to  Louisville, 
where  they  made  their  home  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  Mrs.  Day  died  in  May,  1983. 

Day  has  served  churches  including 
First,  Jackson;  First,  Pascagoula; 
Calvary,  Tupelo;  Fairview,  Indiano- 
la;  and  Beacon  Street,  Philadelphia. 


First  Church,  Louisville,  will  honor 
former  pastor,  W.  L.  Day,  on  Nov.  6. 
J.  Earl  Mead,  of  Denton,  Tex.,  a  close 
■■MpnilH  friend  of  Day,  will 
\  speak  at  the  mom- 
fing  worship  ser- 

JHbPri  Am  vice 

“Dinner  on  the 
'■%  yLl  Ground”  will  follow 
'  the  morning  ser- 
J  vice,  Friends  are 
invited  to  write 

^^^^PB^letter  to  Day  and 
in  vHmail  it  to  First  Bap- 
Day  tist  Church,  Box 
547,  Louisville,  Miss. ,  39339,  to  become 


Heritage  group 
sues  church 


By  Boh  Terry 

INDEPENDENCE,  Mo.  (BP)— A 
Missouri  “heritage  district"  commis¬ 
sion  has  sued  a  Southern  Baptist 
church  to  block  construction  of  a  1,150 
seat  auditorium  and  other  improve¬ 
ments. 

Old  Independence,  Inc.  has  sued 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Independence 
and  the  Independence  city  council, 
charging  the  church  has  been  exemp¬ 
ted  unconstitutionally  from  having  its 
building  plans  approved  by  the  local 
Heritage  Commission  which  oversees 
the  Harry  S.  Truman  Heritage  District 
in  which  the  church  is  located. 

The  church  has  already  raised  $1.5 
million  for  a  building  fund  and  final 
drawings  are  being  made  by  ar¬ 
chitects.  Presently  the  church,  which 
has  experienced  10  percent  annual 
growth  the  past  five  years,  is  holding 
two  worship  services  each  Sunday 
morning  and  renting  Sunday  School 
space  at  a  nearby  junior  high  school. 

The  tensions  which  resulted  in  the 
court  suit  go  back  to  least  a  decade.  In 
the  early  1970s,  Independence  officials 
established  a  National  Register  Herit¬ 
age  pistrict  around  the  home  of 
former  United  States  President  Harry 


Houston  station  to 
air  ACTS  citywide 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  binding  and  styts  to  mass  avaty 
naad.  Quality  workmanship  guarantaad 
Writs  lor  Hluatrtasd  prioa  Midst 
"Internationally  known  tpeclahttt’ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


“ Dare  to  be  a  disciple ” 


Last  October  I  was  ata  Baptist  camp 
in  Argentina,  where  Avery  Willis  was 
leading  a  MasterLife  workshop  for 
missionaries  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata. 
(Willis,  a  former  missionary  to  In¬ 
donesia,  is  supervisor  of  the  adult  sec¬ 
tion,  Church  Training  Department, 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board, 
Nashville,  and  author  of  the  Master- 
Life  study  materials.  MasterLife  is  a 
process  of  training  in  Christian  qisci- 
pleship.)  Though  I  was  with  the  mis¬ 
sionaries’  children  (so  that  their 
mothers  could  attend  the  workshop) 
and  did  not  then  hear  Willis,  I  per¬ 
ceived  the  excitement  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  the  nationals,  at  what 
was  going  on. 

Jason  Carlisle,  in  Argentina  that 
week,  too,  was  busy  interpreting  to  the 
Spanish-speaking  persons  present 
what  Willis  was  saying  in  English. 
This  year,  in  the  June/July  Commis¬ 
sion,  appeared  a  story  about  Jason  and 
his  wife,  Susan,  and  their  mission  work 
in  Uruguay,  where  he  is  pastor  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Church.  I  read,  with 
considerable  interest:  “The  Carlisles 
place  a  great  deal  of  hope  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  maturing  of  their  congregation 
on  regular  discipleship  programs  such 
as  MasterLife.  The  couple  attended  a 
MasterLife  workshop  in  Argentina 


and  discovered,  like  other  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Uruguayan  church  lead¬ 
ers,  that  it  revolutionized  their  own 
lives.  They  in  turn  began  leading  eight 
members  of  their  church  in  the  prog¬ 
ram  and  already  have  seen  a  greater 
awareness  in  their  group  for  the  need 
to  share  the  gospel  in  Florida.” 

My  observations  in  Argentina  shar¬ 
pened  my  desire  to  become  a  part  of  a 
MasterLife  group.  Thus,  when  Tom 
Hudson,  pastor  of  Oak  Forest  Church, 
Jackson,  began  teaching  a  six-month 
(every  Thursday  morning  for  two 
hours)  MasterLife  course  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Building,  I  immediately  asked  to 
be  one  of  the  group  of  ten.  To  find 
spiritual  enrichment— to  take  per¬ 
sonal  inventory  and  see  where  I  most 
needed  to  grow  spiritually— I  think 
this  was  the  most  important  step  I’ve 
taken  in  a  long  time— perhaps  ever, 
since  becoming  a  Christian  at  age  9. 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago,  when  I  was  at 
Ridgecrest  for  Dayspring,  I  was  glad 
to  see  Avery  Willis  listed  among  the 
conference  leaden.  He  gave  each  of 
his  listeners  a  leaflet,  “Dare  to  Be  a 
Disciple,"  and  said,  "Jesus  had  a  plan 
for  preaching  the  gospel  to  every  crea¬ 
ture.  He  selected  a  few  men  and 
poured  his  life  into  them  He  discipled 
them  and  taught  them  by  example  to 


disciple  others.” 

He  said,  “If  we  could  win  3,000  a  day, 
as  they  did  at  Pentecost,  it  would  take 
5,479  years  to  win  the  6  billion  expected 
to  be  on  earth  in  the  year  2,000.”  But 
Jesus’  plan,  he  explained,  is  this— that 
one  person  disciple  one  or  more  until 
the  ones  being  discipled  can  disciple  a 
third.  Then  the  two  should  win  two 
others  and  disciple  them,  and  so  forth. 
“If  each  disciple  could  help  another 
person  to  become  a  disciple  every  six 
months,  it  would  take  only  16**  years 
to  have  more  than  8.5  billion  persons .” 

Willis  used  the  illustration  which  in 
the  MasterLife  workbook  he  calls  “the 
disciple’s  cross.”  “The  goal  of  your 
discipleship,”  he  said,  “is  for  you  to 
follow  Jesus,  to  learn  to  do  all  the 
things  he  has  instructed  his  followers 
to  do,  and  to  help  others  to  become  his 
disciples  ....  The  purpose  of  Master- 
Life  is  to  help  you  discover  the  joy  of 
serving  Christ  as  his  disciple.” 

“The  disciple’s  cross”  sets  forth 
some  disciplines,  and  some  commit¬ 
ments,  that  Jesus  requires  of  his  disci¬ 
ples.  It  contains  some  dares.  As  I 
memorized  Scriptures  relating  to  it 
last  winter,  the  thing  that  really  cap¬ 
tured  my  attention  was  the  conditional 
word,  “If.” 


Missouri  court  rules  against 
Baptist  Book  Store’s  tax  status 


JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  - 
The  Baptist  Book  Store  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo. ,  should  not  be  exempt  from  paying 
taxes,  according  to  a  Sept.  20  ruling  of 
the  Missouri  Supreme  Court. 

In  a  6-1  decision,  written  by  Justice 
Warren  Welliver,  the  court  said  the 
store  in  downtown  Kansas  City  was 
being  operated  in  a  manner  similar  to 
other  retail  book  stores.  “This  book 
store  is  not  substantially  different 
from  any  other  religious  book  store,” 
Welliver  wrote.  “It  sells  to  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  general  public  as  well  as 
churches  and  Sunday  schools.  The  lit¬ 
erature  it  sells  is  not  purely  denomina¬ 
tional.” 

Officials  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  which  owns  and 
operates  the  62-store  chain,  said 
further  legal  action  in  the  case  is  under 
consideration. 

Albert  L.  Rendlen,  chief  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Missouri,  said  in 
the  lone  dissenting  opinion  that  the 
fact  the  store  sells  materials  to  others 
“indicates  the  reason  for  being  of  the 
Book  Store  is  to  spread  the  religious 
messages  the  Sunday  School  Board 
seems  consonant  with  the  tenets  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

According  to  Sunday  School  Board 
President  Grady  C.  Cothen,  “The  chief 
justice  in  this  case  has  given  a  good 
interpretation  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board’s  objective,  which  is  to  assist 
churches  in  their  efforts  of  bringing 
men  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 
That’s  why  we  publish  literature, 
that's  why  we  operate  the  conference 
centers  and  that  is  the  reason  we  oper¬ 
ate  Baptist  Book  Stores.” 

“I  believe  the  majority  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  court  missed  several  important 
points  in  arriving  at  their  decision,” 
said  Cothen.  “The  first  amendment 


right  to  conduct  both  training  and 
evangelistic  ministries  is  inherent  in 
the  task  of  tije  Sunday  School  Board.  I 
believe  the  Missouri  ruling  levies 
taxes  on  these  rights.” 

BSSB  attorneys  filed  suit  against 
Jackson  County  over  payment  of 
$13,612  in  merchants  and  manufactur¬ 
ers  taxes,  business  personalproperty 
taxes  and  property  taxes  during  a 
two-year  perod.  The  merchants  and 
manufacturers  tax  is  levied  on  inven¬ 
tories  of  businesses. 

In  the  suit,  the  board  contended  its 
book  stores  should  not  have  to  pay  the 
taxes  because  of  the  provision  in  the 
^Missouri  constitution  that  allows 


By  Patti 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-“A  Walk  Ac¬ 
ross  America”  by  Peter  Jenkins  and 
“The  Walk  West"  by  Jenkins  and  his 
wife,  Barbara,  were  among  some  250 
books  recently  contributed  to  the 
White  House  library 

The  books,  which  represent  a  cross- 
section  of  the  most  significant  titles 
published  during  the  past  four  years, 
are  given  by  their  publishers  and 
gathered  by  the  American  Booksellers 
Association  from  a  list  compiled  by  the 
nation’s  booksellers  and  editors. 

The  two  books,  which  chronicle  the 
Jenkinses’  experiences  as  they  disco¬ 
vered  America  and  its  people  on  foot, 
were  selected  from  among  an  esti¬ 
mated  140,600  titles  published  during 
the  four-year  period. 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham’s  book, 
“The  Holy  Spirit,”  was  included  in  the 
religion  category. 


property  used  exclusively  for  religious 
worship  or  for  “purely  charitable  pur¬ 
poses”  to  be  exempt  from  taxes. 

The  trial  court  ruled  in  favor  of  the 
board  on  the  grounds  that  store  profits 
were  used  for  charitable  purposes. 
However,  Jakkson  County  appealed 
the  decision  and  the  majority  of  the 
Supreme  Court  disagreed  and  re¬ 
versed  the  lower  court  ruling.  The 
Supreme  Court  did  note  thatmore  than 
two-thirds  of  the  sales  of  the  Kansas 
City  store  are  made  to  churches  and 
church  organizations. 

(Linda  Lawson  writes  for  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board.) 


Baptists,  spoke  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Pittsburgh  last  June.' 
They  now  live  in  Spring  Hill,  Tern., 
with  their  two  children  and  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church. 

Though  Jenkins  revealed  “our  walk¬ 
ing  days  are  over,”  the  couple  is  now 
working  on  two  more  books.  One  Is 
about  “our  life  in  Tennessee  and  what 
it  means  to  have  a  family  and  put  down 
roots,”  he  explained.  It  also  explores 
parts  of  America  they  did  not  visit  dur¬ 
ing  their  cross-country  trek,  including 
Alaska. 

A  second  book  aimed  at  a  Christian 
audience  “shares  what  the  Lord  has 
taught  us  about  living  happy,  success¬ 
ful,  fruitful  Christian  lives,”  Jenkins 
said. 

(Stephenson  writes  far  the  Home 
Mission  Board.) 
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Walk”  books  win  acclaim 


The  Jenkinses,  who  are  Southern 


Those  two  words,  “disciple,”  and 
“discipline,”  look  a  lot  alike,  don’t 
they?  And  to  be  the  first  requires  the 
second.  Jesus  didn’t  beg  people  to  fol¬ 
low  him,  and  he  didn’t  say,  “Come  on, 
it  will  be  a  breeze."  He  did  say,  “My 
yoke  is  easy  and  my  burden  is 
light”— but  over  and  over  he  used  that 
word  “if”  as  he  talked  to  his  disciples. 

IF  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
cross  daily,  and  follow  me  (Luke  9:23). 

IF  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not 
his  father,  and  mother,  and  wife,  and 
children,  and  brethren,  and  sisters, 
yea,  and  his  own  life  also,  he  cannot  be 
my  disciple  (Luke  14:26). 

IF  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then  are 
ye  my  disciples  indeed  (John  8:31). 

IF  ye  keep  my  commandments,  ye 
shall  abide  in  my  love  (John  15:10). 

IF  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my  words 
abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will, 
and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you.  (John 
15:7). 

By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  IF  ye  have  love  one 
to  another  (John  13:35). 

That  little  chorus  we  used  to  sing  in 
Vacation  Bible  School  keeps  echoing  in 
my  head— “I  will  make  you  fishers  of 
men— IF  you’ll  follow  me.” 


Big  Ridge,  Biloxi;  Oct.  23-27;  Sun¬ 
day  services,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ;  Mon¬ 
day  through  Wednesday,  7:15  p.m. 
Gerald  Hegwood,  pastor,  First, 
Helena,  evangelist;  Dennis  Dollar, 
Big  Ridge  Church,  music  director; 
Oct.  23  will  mark  23rd  anniversary  of 
the  pastor,  Robert  M.  Carlisle;  Dinner 
on  the  grounds  on  this  Sunday. 

Parkhill,  Jackson:  Oct.  23-26; 
Danny  Berry,  pastor  of  Bethany, 
Prentiss,  evangelist;  Herman  Milner 
Jr. ,  minister  of  music  and  education  at 
Midway,  Jackson,  music  director; 
Sunday  services  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m., 
weekday  services  at  7:30  p.m. ;  James 
C.  Edwards,  pastor. 

Shoreline  Park  Church  (Gulf 
Coast):  Oct.  23-26;  Edward  Dowdy, 
chaplain,  Veteran’s  Hospital  at 
Gulfport,  evangelist;  Miguel  Gon¬ 
zalez,  pastor  of  Primera  Iglesia 
Bautista,  Biloxi,  and  family,  guest 
musicians;  Glenn  N.  Phillips,  pastor. 

Springfield,  Natchez:  Oct.  23-26; 
dinner  on  the  ground  Oct.  23;  Gary 
Bowlin,  pastor,  preaching;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lowrey  Herrington,  musicians. 

Those  who  beef  too  much  sometimes 
land  in  the  stew. 

Sign  outside  a  church,  “Heaven 
knows  when  you  were  here  last.” 


Who  Shot  Down  007? 

Red  (Scarlet)  Communist  Russia 

This  is  no  joke.  Check  the  Bible  and  the  World  Book 
Encyclopedia. 

Rev.  17:3,  “So  he  carried  me  away  in  the  spirit  into  the 
wilderness :  and  I  saw  a  WOMAN  sit  upon  a  SCAR¬ 
LET  COLORED  BEAST,  full  of  names  of  blas¬ 
phemy,  having  SEVEN  HEADS  AND  TEN 
HORNS.” 

THE  WOMAN,  Rev.  17:18,  “And  the  woman  which  thou 
sawest  is  that  great  city,  which  reigneth  over  the 
kings  of  the  earth.”  (Moscow) 

THE  SCARLET  COLORED  BEAST,  Red  Communist  Rus¬ 
sia. 

THE  SEVEN  HEADS,  TWOFOLD  MEANING,  Rev.  17:9, 
“And  here  is  the  mind  which  hath  wisdom.  The 
seven  heads  are  seven  mountains,  on  which  the 
woman  sitteth.”  Moscow  was  built  on  seven  hills 
about  1100  A.D. 

Rev.  17 : 10,  “And  there  are  seven  kings:  five  are  fallen,  and 
one  is,  and  the  other  is  not  yet  come;  and  when  he 
cometh,  he  must  continue  a  short  space.”  PRE¬ 
MIERS  ONE  AT  A  TIME :  Lenin,  Stalin,  Malenkov, 
Bulganin,  Krushchev,  Kosygin  and  Tikhonov. 

THE  TEN  HORNS,  Politburo,  11  men,  Premier  and  the  ten 
men  who  rule  as  kings.  * 

BREZHNEV  AS  A  PREMIER,  Rev.  17: 11,  “And  the  beast 
that  was,  and  is  not,  even  he  is  the  eight,  and  is  of 
the  seven,  and  goeth  into  perdition,"  (died).' 

ANDROPOV,  SON  OF  PERDITION,  H  Thes.  2:3,  “Let  no 
man  deceive  you  by  any  means;  for  that  day  shall 
not  come,  except  there  come  a  falling  away  first, 
and  that  man  of  sin  be  revealed,  the  son  of  perdi¬ 
tion."  Andropov  is  the  first  behind  Brezhnev  and  is 
holding  all  positions  Brezhnev  held. 

For  additional  FREE  information  write  to, 

Christian  Consul  tors  Inc. 
Route  2,  Box  111 

(Advertisement)  Perkin ston,  MS.  39S73 
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Venezuelans  making  progress 
toward  million-member  goal 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)- 
Venezuelan  Baptists  haven’t  dallied 
during  the  four  years  since  they  com¬ 
mitted  themselves  to  reach  a  million 
members  by  the  year  2000. 

That’s  222  times  as  many  Baptists  as 
the  4,500  there  were  in  Venezuela  in 
1979  when  convention  leaders  and 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  set 
what  some  considered  a  heady  goal. 
But  they  agreed  with  the  brother  who 
exclaimed,  “With  God’s  power  we  can 
do  it!” 

Robert  Tucker,  Foreign  Mission 
Board  associate  to  the  director  for 
Western  South  America,  has  watched 
Venezuelan  Baptists  increase  their 
membership  by  SO  percent  and  put  in 
place  the  resources  to  saturate  their 
nation  with  the  gospel. 

He  recently  updated  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  members  on  the  progress 
of  the  Venezuelan  convention,  whose 
annual  evangelistic  marches  have  be¬ 
come  models  for  virtually  all  of 
Spanish-speaking  South  America. 

A  recent  three-week  march-leader¬ 
ship  training  retreat  called  MODIBLA 
(Discipleship  Movement  for  Latin 
America),  drew  22  representatives 
from  the  other  eight  Spanish-speaking 
South  American  countries,  Brazil,  and 
the  Dominican  Republic 

Participants  joined  160  Venezuelan 
pastors  and  laymen  for  a  concentrated 
weei^gf.prgyer,  ¥fible  study,  fellow¬ 
ship!  doctrinal  study,  Scripture 
memorization,  witnessing  training, 
and  discipleship  training. 

The  second  week  they  conducted 
marches  —  personal  witnessing  cam¬ 
paigns— in  seven  areas,  including  the 
island  of  Margarita  and  a  Caracas 
neighborhood.  Evaluation  was  the 
third  week. 

On  Margarita,  in  a  section  called 
Boca  de  Pozo  (Mouth  of  the  Lake),  re- 


By  BUI  Webb 

vival  came  and  “practically  a  whole 
new  church”  sprang  up  where  a  small 
independent  church  earlier  had  floun¬ 
dered,  according  to  missionary 
Richard  Beal. 

The  marches  are  the  brainchild  of 
Francisco  Aular,  who  as  a  student- 
pastor  dreamed  of  launching  an 
evangelistic  thrust  that  would  alto-  the 
course  of  Venezuela’s  history. 

Years  later,  Aular  resigned  a  suc¬ 
cessful  pastorate  and  selected  three 
men  “to  walk  with  him,”  Tucker  said. 
“For  three  years  he  lived  with  them, 
ate  with  them,  taught  them  everything 
he  had  studied  about  evangelism  and 
witnessed  to  the  lost  with  them.” 

Marches  now  draw  up  to  886  Ven¬ 
ezuelan  Baptists  a  year  for  training, 
witnessing,  and  the  personal  disciple¬ 
ship  of  converts. 

Participants  in  MODIBLA  are  to 
train  leaders  for  marches  in  their  own 
countries,  aiming  toward  simultane¬ 
ous  campaigns  in  as  many  Latin 
American  nations  as  possible  in  1965. 
another  of  Aular ’s  dreams. 

But  Venezuela’s  strategy  for 
evangelization  is  broader  than  its 
marches.  And  it  is  being  carried  out  in 
the  face  of  extreme  economic  pres¬ 
sures  resulting  from  a  400  percent  de¬ 
valuation  of  the  Venezuelan  currency 
in  the  past  six  months,  Tucker 
explained. 

More  than  14,000  listeners  of  “Christ 
.  the  Only  Hope,”  a  Trans  World  Radio 
program,  are  enrolled  in  Bible  corres¬ 
pondence  study.  An  average  of  150  lis¬ 
teners  a  year  accept  Christ,  Tucker 
said.  Five  Baptist  churches  and  at 
least  35  missions  came  from  the  prog¬ 
ram  and  its  follow-up  ministry. 

Tucker  cited  nonconventional 
ministries  of  local  churches  like  Cent¬ 
ral  Baptist  in  Caracas,  which  has  40 


home  Bible  study  groups  meeting 
weekly  in  high-rise  apartment  com¬ 
plexes. 

On  the  local  level,  each  church  is  en¬ 
couraged  to  form  study  groups  for 
“Sigueme,"  the  Spanish  translation  of 
the  “Survival  Kit  for  New  Christians.” 
That  is  to  be  followed  by  training  in 
MasterUfe,  also  available  in  Spanish. 

Sixty-six  church  leaders  were  cer¬ 
tified  to  train  others  in  Master  Life  at  a 
retreat  in  April.  They  set  a  goal  to 
begin  50  MasterLife  groups  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Venezuelan  Baptists  depend  on  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  leadership 
and  theological  training  for  pastors 
and  other  leaders.  Forty  students  are 
enrolled  at  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  at  Los  Teques.  Two-year  in¬ 
stitutes  in  three  associations  train  60 
students  in  their  own  locales.  Similar 
institutes  are  planned  for  the  other  as¬ 
sociations  by  1965. 

An  aggressive  theological  education 
by  extension  program  trains  lay  lead¬ 
ers  in  centers  throughout  Venezuela. 

Perhaps  the  best  evidence  Venezue¬ 
la's  approach  has  been  effective  is  in 
mission  outreach,  Tucker  said.  The 
convention’s  mission  board  has  ap¬ 
pointed  nine  home  missionaries  to 
geographic  areas  where  there  was  no 
Baptist  work. 

In  June,  the  convention  sent  its  first 
foreign  missionary  couple,  Enrique 
and  Belen  Montoya,  to  the  Dutch  Antil¬ 
les,  to  join  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Leo  and  Margaret  Waldrop 
in  establishing  a  single  mission. 

Having  missionaries  from  different 
sending  bodies  in  one  mission  is  a 
“demonstration  to  a  divided  world 
that  we  are  partners  in  missions,” 
Tucker  said. 

(Webb  writes  for  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board.) 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-S.  E. 
Grinstead  Sr.,  80,  founder  of  Southern 
Baptists’  black  student  work,  died 
Sept.  29  after  a  long  illness. 

In  1946  Grinstead  directed  the  first 
annual  National  Baptist  Student  Union 
Retreat.  The  retreat  is  a  project  of  na¬ 
tional  student  ministries  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  and 
the  Home  Misison  Board. 


NASHVILLE— Margahd  E.  McAr¬ 
thur  has  been  named  prescijool  consul¬ 
tant  in  the  children’s/presichool  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Sunday  School  Board’s 
church  training  department. 

Prior  to  going  to  the  board  she  was 
minister  of  childhood  education  at 
First  Church,  Hattiesburg.  She  has 
also  taught  elementary  school  in 
Clearwater,  Fla.,  and  Lexington,  N.C. 
She  has  a  master  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion  degree  from  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary 


TOMMY  L.  MILLER  was  ordained  to 
the  gospel  ministry  on  Sept.  18  by  Cherry 
Creek  Church  (Pontotoc).  Miller  is  now 
pastor  of  Parks  Church  (Union  County). 
Several  members  of  both  churches  were 
present,  along  with  ministers  and 
deacons  from  several  churches  in  the 
area.  Billy  Davis,  left  pastor  of  Cherry 
Creek,  gives  Miller  the  certificate  of  or¬ 
dination. 


President’s 

Scholar 

chosen 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas- 
Steven  Riley  Wilkinson, 
Gulfport,  receives  a  plaque  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  Presi¬ 
dent  RusseH  H.  DikJay  Jr.,  rec¬ 
ognizing  him  as  a  President’s 
Scholar  for  1983.  Wilkinson,  a 
master  of  divinity  student  at  the 
seminary,  was  the  highest  rank¬ 
ing  graduate  pf  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  to  pursue  religious  voca¬ 
tional  training.  The  award  car¬ 
ries  a  scholarship  of  $750. 


Gallup  poll  finds 
religion  interest  up 


VIRGINIA  BEACH,  Va.  (EP)— 
Most  adult  Americans  are  more  in¬ 
terested  in  religion  than  they  were  five 
years  ago,  although  fewer  than  half 
say  they  participate  in  religious  ac¬ 
tivities,  according  to  a  Gallup  poll.  The 
survey,  conducted  for  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network,  also  found  that 
*  Americans  have  a  growing  belief  that 
religion  can  answer  the  problems  of 
the  world,  while  faith  in  science  to 
solve  those  problems  has  dropped. 

“Religious  interest  and  involvement 
is  extremely  high  in  this  country  and 
growing,  but  deep  commitment  levels 
are  still  at  a  fairly  low  level,”  said 
pollster  George  Gallup  at  CBN’s 
studios  here. 

Among  1,209  adults  surveyed  July 
23-31  by  telephone,  57  percent  said  they 
were  more  interested  in  religious  and 
spiritual  matters  than  five  years  ago. 
However,  only  41  percent  said  they  re¬ 
cently  had  taken  part  in  religious  ac¬ 
tivities  other  than  worship  services. 

Asked  if  they  were  more  likely  today 
than  five  years  ago  to  believe  that  re¬ 
ligion  could  answer  the  problems  of 
the  world,  54  percent  said  yes  and  26 
percent  said  no.  Thirty-six  percent 
said  they  were  more  likely  than  five 
years  ago  to  believe  science  could 
solve  the  world’s  problems,  while  47 


percent  said  they  were  less  likely  to 
hold  that  belief. 

But  Gallup  said  reasons  for  stronger 
religious  beliefs  were  less  clear,  with 
21  percent  saying  they  did  not  know 
why  their  feelings  had  changed 

Among  other  findings:  Thirty-five 
percent  were  more  likely  to  base  their 
political  opinions  on  religious  beliefs 
than  five  years  ago;  27  percent  were 
not  ;  and  21  percent  said  there  was  no 
change.  Fifty-six  percent  were  more 
reliant  on  God  than  five  years  ago;  13 
percent  were  less  reliant;  and  29  per¬ 
cent  report  little  change 

Eighty-five  percent  said  they 
thought  it  was  important  for  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  become  more  interested  in  re¬ 
ligion. 

Fifty-one  percent  of  Protestants  and 
27  percent  of  Catholics  said  they  par¬ 
ticipated  in  at  least  some  of  10  religi¬ 
ous  activities,  from  Bible  study  groups 
to  evangelism  to  speaking  in  tongues. 
Women  were  more  involved  than  man 
in  such  activities,  while  young  adults 
aged  18  to  34  were  as  likely  as  older 
people  to  have  participated. 

Of  those  polled,  60  percent  said  they 
were  Protestants,  27  percent  said  they 
were  Catholics,  3  percent  were  Jewish, 
1  percent  were  Orthodox,  and  the 
others  listed  no  religion  or  another 
faith. 


Twin  Lakes  Church,  Madison 
County,  ordained  Levelle  Scarborough 
Oct.  9  as  a  deacon.  Philips  R.  McCarty, 
pastor,  conducted  the  ordination  ser¬ 
vice.  Buford  Pierce,  deacon  from  Star, 
led  in  prayer.  Other  deacons  par¬ 
ticipating  from  Twin  Lakes  were  Bill 
Gordon,  and  Wesley  Ford.  Frank 
Wood ,  chairman  of  deacons,  presented 
the  certificate  of  ordination,. Susan 
Clark  presented  the  special  music. 


MC  selects  Grant 
as  alumnus  of  year 


CENTERVILLE  CHURCH.  Walthall  Association,  ordained  Marvin  Brock  and  Jerry 
Bames  to  the  deacon  ministry.  Pastor  Steve  Mooneyham,  pictured  center,  presented 
the  charge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brock  are  at  left,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bames  at  right. 


CLINTON— David  R.  Grant, 
longtime  pastor  of  Jackson’s  Broad¬ 
moor  Baptist  Church  and  a  1945 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College,  has 
been  selected  to  receive  the  ‘  ‘Alumnus 
of  the  Year”  award  for  1963  from  the 
National  Alumni  Association  during 
Homecoming  activities  Oct.  22. 

The  award  will  be  presented  during 
the  Alumni  Luncheon  scheduled  for 
the  A.  E.  Wood  Coliseum. 

Grant  holds  three  degrees  from  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College,  including  the 
bachelor  of  arts  in  1945,  the  honorary 
doctor  of  divinity  in  1973,  and  the  mas¬ 
ter  of  community  counseling  in  1961. 

In  addition,  he  has  earned  the 
bachelor  of  divinity  and  the  doctor  of 
philosophy  degrees  from  Southern 
Seminary  in  1948  and  1951  respective¬ 
ly,  and  earned  the  doctor  of  ministry 
degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  in 
1978. 

Grant  has  served  six  three-year 
terms  on  the  college’s  board  of  trus¬ 
tees  and  serves  as  vice-chairman  of 
that  group.  He  first  came  on  the  board 
in  1954  while  pastor  at  Drew  Baptist 
Church  in  Drew. 

Grant,  pastor  since  1968  at  Broad¬ 
moor,  Jackson,  has  used  his  influence 


as  one  of  the  most  faithful  recruiters  of 
students  for  Mississippi  College,  a  col¬ 
lege  spokesman  said .  He  was  one  of  the 
guiding  forces  behind  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  an  endowed  chair  in  the  relig¬ 
ion  department  of  the  college  in  honor 
of  Howard  E.  Spell,  emeritus  dean  and 
professor  of  Bible  i 

He  has  been  a  worker  and  con¬ 
tributor  in  various  fund-raising  efforts 
of  the  institution  and  has  served  as  a 
chapel  speaker,  a  commencement 
speaker  and  as  a  leader  in  a  Pastoral 
Ministries  Workshop. 

He  is  a  past-president  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  and  has 
served  in  numerous  leadership  posi¬ 
tions  in  various  local,  state,  and  na¬ 
tional  religious  organizations  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  at 
Southern  Seminary. 


Education  pays  unless  you  are  an 
educator. 

If  you  want  a  place  in  the  sun  you 
have  to  put  up  with  a  few  blisters. 

Working  hard  means  going  all-out 
until  you're  all-in. 
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Japan  Baptists  urge  Reagan  hmb  adopts  budget;Ta„ner 
not  to  visit  Shinto  shrine  urges  Canadian  expansion 


By  Jim  Newton 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— Baptists 
in  Japan  and  the  United  States  have 
urged  President  Ronald  Reagan  to  de¬ 
lete  a  planned  visit  to  a  shrine  which 
includes  among  its  gods  the  spirit  of 
Japan’s  World  War  II  dictator  Hideki 
Tojo. 

A  spokesman  in  the  media  liaison  of¬ 
fice  of  the  White  House  said  Oct.  6  the 
-President’s  travel  dates  and  itinerary 
while  in  Japan  have  “not  yet  been  re¬ 
leased,”  and  would  not  confirm  or 
deny  Reagan  is  planning  such  a  visit 
while  in  Tokyo. 

However,  the  executive  committee 
.  of  the  Japan  Baptist  Convention  ap¬ 
proved  a  letter  to  Reagan  on  Aug.  24 
based  on  its  understanding  the  shrine 
has  been  included  in  Reagan’s  plans. 

Japanese  Baptist  leaders  warned 
the  president  such  a  visit  would  “be 
misinterpreted  as  an  act  of  Shinto 
worship  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States"  and  “an  attempt  by  the  U.S.  to 
force  Japan  to  rearm.” 

Shuichi  Matsumura,  president  of  the 
Japan  Baptist  Convention;  and  Sumio 
Kaneko,  executive  director  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  signed  the  letter  to  Reagan 
and  sent  copies  to  Duke  McCall ,  chan¬ 
cellor  of  Southern  Seminary  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  and  president  of  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance;  James  T.  Draper  Jr., 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Euless,  Tex., 
and  president  of  the  14-million- 
member  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
and  Harold  C.  Bennett,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee. 

The  Southern  Baptist  leaders  were 
asked  to  intervene  with  Reagan  and 
urge  him  not  to  visit  the  shrine. 

The  Yasukuni  Shrine  is  a  Shinto 
place  of  worship.  Shinto  is  an  indigen¬ 
ous  religion  of  Japan  characterized  by 
the  reverence  of  deified  nature  spirits 


Southern  Baptists  are  celebrating  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Luther  Rice  without  an  appreciation 
for  one  of  his  greatest  visions,  says  the 
executive  director /treasurer  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Educa¬ 
tion  Commission. 

Arthur  L.  Walker  Jr.  was  in 
Washington  recently  to  attend  the 
Luther  Rice  Consultation  on  World 
Missions.  While  not  criticizing  the 
program,  he  noted  it  was  ironic  no  em¬ 
phasis  was  given  to  Rice’s  beliefs  in 
college  education. 


Ladies  meeting 
to  be  at  Hernando 

Hernando  Church  at  Hernando  will 
be  host  for  the  Ladies  Fall  Conference, 
Oct.  29,  from  8  a.m.  until  4  p.m.  Speak¬ 
ers  will  be  Mrs.  Marthe  Beasley  and 
Mrs.  Carol  Ann  Draper.  The  latter  is 
wife  of  James  Draper,  SBC  president. 

Joan  Ferguson  of  the  Hernando 
Church  states,  “All  ladies  are  invited 
to  come  and  bring  Bible,  notebook,  and 
pen.  Bring  your  own  sandwich.  Drinks 
and  dessert  will  be  provided.  There 
will  be  no  charge,  but  a  love  offering 
will  be  taken.  For  reservations,  call 
the  church  office,  601-3684361” 


By  Craig  Bird 

and  spirits  of  ancestors.  Since  1978  the 
Yasukuni  Shrine  "gods"  have  in¬ 
cluded  Tojo,  and  six  other  “war  lead¬ 
ers,"  the  Japanese  Baptists  told 
Reagan. 

Hie  "souls"  of  Japanese  warriors 
who  died  in  battle  are  said  to  be  en¬ 
shrined  there  but  Matsumura  and 
Kaneko  noted  the  shrine  “lacks  the 
non-sectarian  status”  of  the  Tomb  of 
the  Unknown  Soldier  in  Washington. 

Attempts  to  have  the  Yasukuni 
Shrine  declared  an  official  national 
monument  have  “successively,  met 
with  defeat  in  the  Diet  (Japanese  legis¬ 
lature)  and  its  nationalization  is  op¬ 
posed  by  Christians  and  others  who 
wish  to  maintain  the  gap  between  re¬ 
ligion  and  state  and  by  those  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  freedom  of  worship,"  the  letter 
pointed  out. 

The  Japanese  Baptists  said  their 


ATLANTA  (BP)-Calling  for  unity 
within  the  denomination  on  the  things 
that  are  essential,  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  President  James  T. 
Draper  Jr.  said  Baptists  must  agree  to 
disagree  on  the  things  that  are  not  es¬ 
sential  to  salvation. 

One  thing  that  is  not  essential  and  on 
which  agreement  is  not  necessary, 
said  Draper,  is  the  question  of  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women. 

“I  don’t  believd*  the  Lord  requires 
me  to  have  an  opinion  on  that  in  order 
to  be  saved,”  said  Draper  in  an  ad- 


“Just  as  Luther  Rice’s  contem¬ 
poraries  failed  to  understand  and  ap¬ 
preciate  his  vision  concerning  the  im¬ 
portance  of  college  education,  so  do 
Southern  Baptists  today,”  Walker 
said. 

Walker  noted  Rice  was  a  pioneer  in 
that  he  recognized  Baptists  needed 
their  own  educational  system.  He 
knew  it  was  not  enough  to  add  a  few 
training  experiences  on  top  of  educa¬ 
tion  that  come  through  another  sys¬ 
tem. 

Rice  envisioned  a  national  Baptist 
educational  institution  where  future 
Baptist  leaders  could  be  trained  and 
founded  Columbian  College  in 
Washington,  D.C.  in  1821.  Walker 
noted  Rice  received  some  of  his 
greatest  criticism  because  he  spent  so 
much  time  in  promoting  the  school  and 
education.  Eventually  the  school  he 
founded  and  gave  so  much  of  his  lifeto 
was  sold  to  the  Roman  Catholics  and  is 
today  George  Washington  University. 

Rice’s  beliefs  and  efforts  were  not 
completely  in  vain.  His  influence  was 
instrumental  in  the  founding  of  the 
early  Southern  Baptist  institutions  in¬ 
cluding  Furman  University  in  South 
Carolina,  Georgetown  College  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  the  University  of  Richmond  in 
Virginia,  and  Mercer  University  in 
Georgia. 

(Louie  Wilkey  writes  for  the  SBC 
Education  Commission.) 


countrymen  could  interpret  a  Reagan 
visit  to  the  shrine  as  “an  official  call  to 
militarization  and  tantamount  to  in¬ 
terference  in  Japan’s  internal  affairs” 
and  noted  other  U.S.  presidents  have 
“wisely  avoided”  visiting  the  shrine. 

When  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England 
visited  Japan  in  1975,  “she  found  it  un¬ 
wise  to  attend  this  shrine  and  cancel¬ 
led  her  plans,”  Reagan  was  told. 

McCall  entreated  Reagan,  “not  to 
embarrass  the  Christians  in  Japan 
along  with  the  Christians  in  the  United 
States.”  Bennett  and  Draper  joined 
him  in  urging  the  president  to  alter  any 
plans  that  included  a  visit  to  the 
shrine. 

Copies  of  the  message  to  Reagan 
were  sent  to  Mike  Mansfield,  U.S.  am¬ 
bassador  to  Japan. 

(Bird  is  Baptist  Press  feature 
editor.) 


dress  to  directors  and  staff  of  the  SBC 
Home  Mission  Board. 

"We  are  going  to  have  differences  at 
some  points,  but  those  differences 
should  not  and  must  not  destroy  the 
unity  of  spirit  that  is  ours  as  born- 
again  believers,”  he  said. 

The  SBC  President  listed  five 
theological  precepts  he  feels  are  es¬ 
sential  for  Baptists  to  have  unity  of 
spirit.  They  are  redemption  by  the 
blood  of  Christ,  the  deity  of  Christ, 
substitutionary  atonement,  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  Christ,  and  justification  by 
grace  through  faith. 

Draper,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Eu¬ 
less,  Tex.,  pointed  out  only  God  can 
create  spiritual  unity,  stressing  true 
spiritual  unity  is  possible  only  among 
born-again  Christians  in  the  family  of 
God. 

Unfortunately,  Draper  admitted, 
Southern  Baptists  do  not  have  a  good 
track  record  on  preserving  the 
spiritual  unity  which  God  gives  his 
family. 

Draper  said  both  conservatives  and 
moderates  in  the  SBC  have  been  vici¬ 
ous  toward  each  other  and  have  used 
tactics  and  techniques  unbecoming  to 
Christians. 

“There  is  a  wrong  way  to  stand  for 
orthodoxy,  a  bad  way  to  defend  that 
which  is  right,”  he  spid.  Most  Baptists, 
he  observed,  are  more  concerned 
about  who  is  wrong  and  right  than 
about  restoring  unity  in  the  fellowship. 

Draper  made  a  distinction  between 
the  need  for  unity  and  the  desire 
among  some  Baptists  for  uniformity. 
“We're  not  trying  to  produce  religious 
clones,”  he  said.  “Unity  does  not  re¬ 
quire  uniformity. 

“We  need  to  trust  each  other  as 
brothers  with  respect  and  recognition 
of  the  differences  and  needs  that  exist, 
or  we  need  to  recognize  that  some  of  us 
are  lost  and  need  to  be  saved,”  he  said. 
“The  bottom  line  is  we  are  going  to 
have  to  decide  if  we  really  believe  each 
other  is  saved,"  he  observed. 

Draper  said  in  his  efforts  as  presi¬ 
dent  to  bring  about  unity  he  had  met 
with  his  sharpest  critics  and  with  those 
he  had  criticized  the  most.  He  disco¬ 
vered  “they  are  not  as  bad  as  I 
thought” 

Part  of  the  problem  is  Baptists  who 


ATLANTA  (BP)— It  will  be  a  devas¬ 
tating  blow  to  the  denomination's  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  if  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  refuses  to  seat  messengers 
from  Canada,  SBC  Home  Mission 
Board  President  William  G.  Tanner 
said  in  his  annual  report  to  the  board. 

Meeting  in  semi-annual  session,  the 
82-member  board  adopted  a  record 
$57.3  million  budget  for  1964,  approved 
a  mid-range  plan  with  goals  and  objec¬ 
tives  for  the  years  1984-1990,  elected 
five  new  department  directors  and  ap¬ 
pointed  and  approved  46  missionaries. 

In  his  report  to  the  board.  Tanner 
said  a  special  committee  appointed  to 
study  whether  to  seat  messengers 
from  Canadian  Baptist  churches  faces 
three  options. 

First  is  to  recommend  the  Canadian 
Baptist  messengers  be  seated,  thus 
giving  full  recognition  to  Southern 
Baptist  people  and  churches  in  Cana¬ 
da.  Tanner  said  this  is  the  choice  he 
hopes  the  committee  will  make.  , 

The  second  option  is  to  defer  or  delay 
any  action  by  the  SBC  concerning 
messengers  from  Canada  and  the 
third  is  to  recommend  that  messen¬ 
gers  from  Canada  not  be  seated. 

“I  would  rather  delay  any  decision 
than  to  see  the  SBC  register  a  negative 
vote,”  Tanner  told  the  board,  which 
offers  assistance  to  churches  in 
Canada  through  associations  in  New 
England  and  the  Northwest  with  which 
they  are  already  affiliated. 

“I  cannot  conceive  of  anything  po¬ 
tentially  more  devastating  to  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  than  this  kind  of  ac¬ 
tion,”  Tanner  said. 

The  special  committee  to  study  the 
Canadian  question  was  approved  after 
C.  B.  Hogue,  a  former  vice  presidentof 
the  Home  Mission  Board  now  serving 
as  pastor  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  offered  a 
constitutional  amendment  adding  the 
words  “and  Canada”  to  the  article  de¬ 
aling  with  seating  of  convention  mes¬ 
sengers. 

The  committee,  composed  of  21  per¬ 
sons  and  chaired  by  Fred  Roach,  a 
layman  from  Dallas,  will  hold  its  first 
meeting  Oct.  17-18  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Tanner  also  warned  in  his  annual 
report  against  voices  which  would  at¬ 
tempt  “to  dissipate  and  polarize  our 
efforts  to  reach  this  nation  for  Christ. 

“We  must  resist  such  polarization 
and  continue  emphasis  on  the  main 
thrust  of  our  opportunities  in  missions, 
evangelism,  and  ministry,”  he  said. 


differ  don’t  know  each  other  person¬ 
ally  and  don’t  consider  each  other 
brothers.  He  added  Baptists  have  so 
much  access  to  the  press  they  kill  each 
other  in  the  press  without  ever  meet¬ 
ing  personally. 

Baptists  need  to  decide  how  much 
diversity  and  plurality  they  can  stand 
op  the  nonessentials,  but  must  em¬ 
phasize  instead  the  basics  and  essen¬ 
tials,  he  said. 

“Part  of  our  diversity  is  that  we  are 
not  looking  atthe  same  goals,”  he  said. 
“I  believe  the  purpose  of  the  church  is 
to  save  souls.  It  may  be  the  real 
battleground  (among  Baptists)  is 
evangelism  and  not  theology. 

“My  hope  and  prayer  is  that  any 
among  us  who  cannot  stand  on  the 
basics  that  all  of  us  know  we  cannot 
give  up  would  have  the  integrity  to 
leave,”  he  said.  And  those  who  remain 
need 4 ‘to  have  the  integrity  to  love  each 
other  and  move  together  toward  a 
common  goal.” 


Tanner  told  the  board  he  had  de¬ 
cided  not  to  recommend  a  name 
change  for  the  HMB  because  he  did  not 
want  to  interject  a  possible  name 
change  into  the  convention  in  Kansas 
City  when  the  Canadian  study  commit¬ 
tee  would  bring  its  report. 

Tanner  summarized  major  ac¬ 
complishments  in  each  of  the  board’s 
13  program  areas  last  year,  and  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  board  for  approval  a  13- 
page  list  of  program  goals  far  1984. 

Board  members  also  adopted  a  43- 
page  mid-range  plan  called  ‘  ‘Direction 
’90”  detailing  HMB  goals,  objectives, 
guidelines  and  strategies  for  the 
years  1984-1990. 

Leonard  G.  Irwin,  vice  president  for 
planning,  explained  the  mid-range 
plan  is  based  on  a  comprehensive  re¬ 
view  of  the  board’s  13 programs  and  an 
update  of  “Target  AD  2000,”  the 
board’s  long-range  plan  for  its  work  to 
the  end  of  the  century. 

The  $57.3  million  budget  approved 
for  1984  represents  an  increase  of  $8.6 
million  over  the  budget  for  1963.  Of 
that  amount,  an  increase  of  $2.3  mill¬ 
ion  is  expected  next  year  in  income 
from  HMB  church  loans  interest  and 
fees.  About  $44  million  ($22  million 
each)  is  expected  from  the  SBC 
Cooperative  Program  (the  conven¬ 
tion’s  unified  giving  plan)  budget  plan 
and  from  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  Honte  Missions. 

In  other  actions,  the  directors  voted 
to  approve  a  special  allocation  of 
$25,000  for  building  construction  at 
Hawaii  Baptist  Academy  in  Honolulu, 
elected  five  new  department  directors 
and  adopted  resolutions  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  six  retiring  staff  members  and 
one  staff  member  who  died  recently. 

Elected  department  directors  were 
Jere  Allen,  metropolitan  missions  de¬ 
partment,  promoted  from  associate 
director  of  the  department;  Ken  Car¬ 
ter,  associational  evangelism  de¬ 
partment,  a  postion  he  held  previously 
before  becoming  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Miami,  Okla.;  C.  William 
Junker,  editorial  department,  moving 
from  the  promotion  department  direc¬ 
torship;  Clay  Price,  program  re¬ 
search  department;  and  Phillip  B. 
Jones,  planning  and  services  research 
department. 

Resolutions  of  appreciation  were 
adopted  for  retiring  workers  Ernes¬ 
tine  Adams,  director  of  deputation 
services;  Haroild  Cul breath,  director 
of  auxiliary  services;  Margaret 
Peterson,  librarian,  and  Geraldine 
Long,  Julia  Dye,  and  Lillian  Scott,  sec¬ 
retaries.  A  memorial  resolution  was 
adopted  commending  the  late  Thomas 
H.  Baker,  director  of  the  art  depart¬ 
ment,  who  died  in  July  about  a  year 
after  retirement. 


No  oae  can  live  in  doubt  when  he  has 
prayed  in  faith. 


One  loving  heart  sets  another  on  fire. 
—Saint  Augustine 


Am  leads  at  10  a.m. 

Last  week’s  issue  of  the  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  reported  that  a  conference  led  by 
Win  Am  on  Sunday  School  growth 
would  begin  at  ?  a.m.  Actually,  the 
meeting  begins  at  10  a.m.  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  and  will  take  place 
Oct.  28-29. 


Luther  Rice  promoted 
college  education,  too 

By  Lonnie  Wilkey 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— 


Draper  pleads  for  unity 
on  theological  essentials 

By  Am  Newton 


i 
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Young  Baptist  family 
missing  in  Lebanon 


By  Prances  Fuller 


BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)— A  Baptist 
family  from  the  resort  town  of  Bham¬ 
doun,  Lebanon,  is  missing. 

Nadim  Khairallah,  his  wife,  Maria, 
and  three  of  their  four  young  sons  were 
in  their  home  when  Israeli  forces 

Barton  Church 
celebrates  50th 

Barton  Church  in  south  George 
County,  will  celebrate  its  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  Oct  JO.  Services  that  day  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  with  Sunday  School 
and  continue  with  Horace  Glass, 
George  County  director  of  missions, 
and  former  pastor  at  Barton,  speaking 
in  the  morning  worship  service.  A  fel¬ 
lowship  meal  will  then  be  served. 

That  evening,  a  slide  presentation 
will  be  shown  of  the  church’s  develop¬ 
ment.  John  W.  Henry  is  pastor. 

Commitments 
made  to  missions 

Four  students  made  commitments 
to  missions  work  during  Missions  Em¬ 
phasis  Week  Oct  3  through  6  on  the 
Clarke  College  campus  of  Mississippi 
College.  In  addition  seven  other  stu¬ 
dents  made  recommitments  to ‘mis¬ 
sions.  • 

Leaders  for  the  Missions  Emphasis 
Week  were  Greg  and  Wanda  Holden, 
on  furlough  from  mission  service  in 
the  Philippines,  where  they  serve  as 
church  planters. 


withdrew  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
Sept.  3.  Christian  Phalangist  and 
Druse  militiamen  immediately  began 
a  battle  for  control  of  the  area.  The 
Druse  captured  the  town  after  three 
days. 

Relatives  and  friends  of  the  Khairal- 
lahs  haven’t  heard  from  them  since. 

The  couple’s  eldest  son,  nine-year- 
old  Anthony,  was  away  at  summer 
camp  at  the  time  and  is  now  living  with 
a  relative. 

“We  still  believe  they  are  alive, 
though  we  have  no  evidence,”  said 
Charles  Costa,  pastor  of  Ras  Beirut 
Baptist  Church  where  the  Khairallahs 
are  members.  For  several  days  he  has 
searched  refugee  camps.  His  church 
members  have  been  “praying  con¬ 
stantly,”  he  said. 

The  Red  Cross  has  been  unable  to 
enter  Bhamdoun,  located  on  the 
Damascus  highway,  to  check  on  sur¬ 
vivors.  Some  people  believe  civilians 
are  being  held  prisoner  there. 

An  estimated  20,000  residents  of 
Bhamdoun  fled  to  the  Christian  town  of 
Deir  Al-Kamar ,  which  has  been  cut  off 
from  the  outside  by  Druse  militia  and 
now  faces  shortages  of  food,  water, 
and  medicine.  The  Red  Cross  has  lists 
of  refugees  who  are  there,  but  the 
Khairallahs  are  not  among  them. 

Khairallah’s  brother  died  in  Bham¬ 
doun  seven  years  ago  during  the  Sy¬ 
rian  invasion  of  Lebanon.  The  missing 
children  are  two,  five,  and  six  years  of 
age. 

(Fuller  is  Southern  Baptist  missio¬ 
nary  press  representative  for  Leba¬ 


non.) 


Danny  M.  Crow  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  Pittsburgh  Church, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  He  leaves  the  pasto¬ 
rate  of  West  Marks  Church,  Marks.  A 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and 
Mid-America  Seminary,  he  and  his 
wife,  Becky,  have  four  sons. 


E.  Dale  Davenport  has  resigned  as 
minister  of  youth  and  music  at  West 
Marks  Church  to  accept  a  similar  posi¬ 
tion  at  Second  Church,  Marion,  Ill.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Northern  Illinois  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Mid-America  Seminary. 
He  and  his  wife,  Sharon,  have  two 
sons. 


Bert  Self  is  the 

new  mimster  nf 

education  and 

evangelism  for 

-WW  Clarksdale  Church 

■E  "  "  V  Clarksdale  He  is 
from  West  Mem- 
phis.  Ark.,  and  a 
graduate  of  South- 
Gm.  em  Seminary. 

Self 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)-C.. 
Wei  ton  Gaddy,  42,  senior  minister  at 
Broadway  Baptist  Church  here,  re¬ 
signed  Oct  5  to  become  campus  minis¬ 
ter  and  professor  of  Christianity  at 
Mercer  University  in  Macon,  Ga. 

Gaddy’s  resignation  will  take  effect 
Oct  30  and  he  will  assume  the  newly- 
created  position  at  Mercer  Jan.  1, 1964. 

Last  June  Gaddy  was  elected  to  a 
second  four-year  term  as'a  Texas 
member  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 


vention  Executive  Committee,  a  posi¬ 
tion  he  will  give  up  because  of  his  move 
to  Georgia.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Ethics  Committee  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance. 

Before  becoming  senior  minister  at 
Broadway  in  1977,  Gaddy  served  as  di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  citizenship  de¬ 
velopment  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission  in 
Nashville,  (1973-77)  and  pastor  of 
Beechwood  Church,  Louisville,  (1971- 
72). 


Robertson 


First  Church, 
Soso,  has  called 
Jane  Robertson  as 
minister  of  music 
and  youth.  Miss 
Robertson  is  a  > 
graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity. 


James  K.  Beck 
has  resigned  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church, 
Soso,  to  be  pastor  of 
Northgate  Church, 
El  Paso,  Tex.  His 
new  address  is  5505 
Will  Ruth  Ave.,  El 
Paso,  79924. 


Gets  attendance  pin 

Nicole  Sumrall ,  age  two,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Sumrall  of  Bel- 
zoni,  received  her  one  year  Sunday 
School  pin  at  Gooden  Lake  Church. 
Her  teachers  are  Nina  Kilpatrick  and 
Mary  Rutledge.  Billy  Burge  is  pastor. 


Devotional 

The  average  disciple 

By  David  W.  Spencer,  pastor,  First  Church,  Long  Beach 

Many,  people  have  the  idea  that  if  Jesus’  disciples  were  on  earth  today  they 
would  probably  fill  the  roles  of  Superman,  Indiana  Jones,  the  Incredible  Hulk, 
and  the  like.  More  likely,  those  disciples  would  fit  in  very  well  on  Main  Street, 
U.S.A.  They  were  fishers,  farmers,  and  office  workers. 

Philip  was  one  of  those  average  disciples.  He  is  seen  in  the 
New  Testament  as  shy ,  slow  to  make  up  his  mind,  unimagina¬ 
tive,  and  slow  to  believe. 

What  is  the  average  disciple  like?  He  doesn’t  have  all  the 
answers.  In  John  1  we  find  that  Philip  could  not  fully  explain 
Jesus  to  Nathaniel .  His  response  to  Nathaniel’s  questions  was, 
“Come  and  see."  This  is  a  good  approach  to  personal  witnes¬ 
sing.  Nothing  beats  a  personal  experience  with  the  Lord.  Urge 
your  prospect  to  try  Jesus. 

Spencer  The  average  disciple  may  be  overly  cautious  and  even  pes¬ 

simistic  at  times.  In  John  6  we  see  these  characteristics  in  the  life  of  Philip.  There 
Jesus  and  the  disciples  faced  the  hungry  multitude  with  little  prospect  of  being 
able  to  feed  them.  Jesus  called  this  problem  to  Philip’s  attention  because  he  knew 
what  a  calculating  individual  Philip  was. 

With  his  many  years  on  the  food  services  committee  behind  him,  Philip  had 
calculated  that  it  would  take  a  year’s  wages  to  give  the  crowd  just  one  bite! 
Philip’s  educated  opinion  was  that  there  was  no  way  it  could  be  done !  Of  course, 
Andrew  didn’t  know  any  better  and  brought  what  little  he  could  find  to  the  Lord, 
which  in  turn  was  multiplied  until  5,000  were  fed! 

A  third  thing  about  the  average  disciple  is  that  he  is  often  slow  to  believe.  In 
John  14  Jesus  spoke  of  seeing  the  Father  and  Philip  saidr“Show  us  the  Father.” 
Then  Jesus  gave  his  profound  answer,  “If  you  have  seen  me,  you  have  seen  the 
Father.”  Many  of  us  also  have  been  slow  to  perceive  that  to  see  and  know  the 
Father,  we  must  see  and  know  Jesus. 

Peanut  vendors  stop  selling 
to  accept  Christ  in  Uruguay 


By  Betty  Poor 


FRAY  BENTOS,  Uruguay  (BP)— 
Two  vendors  selling  peanuts  to 
weekend  revival-goers  at  a  gym¬ 
nasium  in  Fray  Bentos,  Uruguay, 
heard  the  gospel  message,  laid  down 
their  peanuts,  and  accepted  Christ. 

Two  policemen  working  the  revival 
meeting  at  the  small  gymnasium,  also 
were  among  the  42  who  made  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith. 

One  of  the  peanut  vendors  responded 
to  the  invitation  with  his  entire  family. 
After  the  service,  he  dispensed 
peanuts  free  to  team  members,  which 
included  young  people  from  Mon¬ 
tevideo  and  nearby  Mercedes  and 
Young. 

The  emphasis  boosted  Sunday  night 
attendance  at  St.  Paul’s  Baptist 
Church  from  10  or  15  to  105.  It  was  the 
first  of  several  projects  planned  by  the 
youth  of  the  Uruguay  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  to  strengthen  weak  churches  and 


start  new  ones. 

Lemuel  Larrosa,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Montevideo, 
preached.  Daniel  Kernke,  pastor  of 
New  Dawn  Baptist  Church,  Mon¬ 
tevideo,  and  president  of  the  youth 
convention,  led  his  group  in  braving 
persistent  rain  and  chilling  wind  to 
hand  out  tracts,  witness  and  visit  chil¬ 
dren’s  homes  and  homes  for  the  el¬ 
derly. 

They  also  sang  in  front  of  the  local 
high  school  and  industrial  school  and 
held  an  open-air  meeting  at  the  city 
square. 

'  A  job  promotion  in,  his  city  govern¬ 
ment  job  freed  bi-vocational  pastor 
Leandro  Cavil  to  devote  afternoons  to 
follow-up  visitation,  baptism  classes, 
and  discipleship  training  for  the  new 
convents. 

(Betty  Poor  is  missionary  press  rep¬ 
resentative  for  Uruguay. ) 


New  book  by 
Denham  is  out 

JM  Publications  of  Brentwood, 
Tenn.,  has  released  God’s  Wisdom- 
God’s  Way,  a  study  of  First  Corint¬ 
hians  written  by  Hardy  R.  Denham  Jr. 
of  Newton.  This  is  the  12th  in  a  series  of 
studies  of  books  of  the  Bible  written  by 
Denham,  and  it  was  written  for  use  in 
the  January  Bible  Study  emphasis  for 
1964. 

Denham  is  presently  engaged  in  a 
full-time  ministry  of  Bible  confer¬ 
ences,  revival  preaching,  and  conduct¬ 
ing  marriage  enrichment  seminars. 
He  will  teach  the  pastors  of  the  Pic¬ 
kens  Baptist  Association  (Alabama) 
in  November. 

God’s  Wisdom— God’s  Way  has 
seven  chapters  plus  additional  study 
helps  on  First  Corinthians.  It  is  avail¬ 
able  in  the  Baptist  Book  Store  and  can 
also  be  ordered  from  Denham  at  P.  O. 
Box  523,  Newton,  Miss.  39345.  The  book 
will  be  available  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 


First  Church,  Clinton;  homecom¬ 
ing;  Oct.  23;  worship  service,  11  a.m. ; 
dinner  on  the  grounds  to  follow;  date 
chosen  to  coincide  with  homecoming 
for  Mississippi  College,  which  is  ac¬ 
ross  the  street  from  the  church. 

Tuscola,  (Leake):  Oct  23;  morning 
service  at  11  a.m.;  Johnny  Tucker, 
guest  speaker;  Danny  Tucker,  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas,  music  director;  lunch  at 
the  church;  program  and  singing  in 
the  afternoon;  Smith  Sanders,  pastor. 

Antioch  (Neshoba):  Oct.  23; 
homecoming;  Sunday  School  at  9:45 
a.m.;  morning  worship  with  Preston 
Miles,  interim  pastor,  preaching;  din¬ 
ner  on  the  ground;  J.  L.  Morgan,  to 
deliver  a  1:30  p.m.  message  followed 
by  music  and  congregational  singing. 

Cherry  Creek: 
Harvest  Day 

Cherry  Creek  Church  (Pontotoc) 
will  have  Harvest  Day,  Nov.  20,  Sun¬ 
day  School  will  be  at  10  a.m. ;  morning 
worship  at  11  with  pastor  Billy  Davis 
bringing  the  message,  and  lunch  will 
be  at  12.  Hie  afternoon  service  will 
begin  at  1:30  with  H.  G.  West  Jr.  of 
Blythevile,  Ark.,  bringing  the  mes¬ 
sage. 


Teams  return  from  England 


ALBUQUERQUE  (BP)  -  A 
planeload  of  New  Mexico  Baptists, 
tired  from  witnessing,  preaching  and 
singing  in  a  land  where  there  are 
“more  Moslems  than  Methodists  and 
more  Methodists  than  Baptists,”  have 
returned  home  from  a  Partnership 
Evangelism  project. 

Some  162  New  Mexicans  were  joined 
by  71  Baptists  from  Maryland  and 
others  from  several  states  to  give  a 
total  of  230  Baptists  participating  in 
the  event,  co-sponsored  by  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

After  meeting  for  a  welcoming  ban¬ 
quet  in  London  on  the  night  of  their 
arrival,  the  teams  of  pastors  and 
laypersons  fanned  out  across  England 
where  they  preached,  sang  and  wit¬ 
nessed  for  eight  days  to  their  English 
cousins. 

At  the  welcoming  banquet,  the  group 
was  greeted  by  English  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers,  which  included  Sir  Cyril  Black,  a 
former  member  of  Parliament.  After 
warming  the  crowd  up  by  talking 


By  J.  B.  Fowler 

about  dose  ties  between  the  U.S.  and 
Great  Britain,  the  elderly  statesman 
told  the  mission  there  are  “more  Mos¬ 
lems  in  England  than  Methodists,  and 
more  Methodists  than  Baptists.” 

Exploring  the  liberalism  that  per¬ 
vades  the  state-sanctioned  Anglican 
Church,  Black  said  British  Baptists 
are  committed  to  preaching  the  gospel 
of  redemption  through  Jesus  Christ  in 
a  nation  which  is  in  a  state  of  “moral 
and  spiritual  concern.” 

Sounding  more  like  the  late  Winston 
Churchill  than  a  Baptist  layman, 
Black  pled  with  the  American  Bap¬ 
tists,  saying,  “We  need  all  the  help  we 
can  get  in  turning  it  ( England )  back  to 
God.” 

At  the  victory  banquet  at  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  eight-day  ever#,  New 
Mexico  Baptists  almost  unanimously 
agreed  they  didn’t  want  any  more  hot 
tea  for  a  while.  When  the  hostesses 
served  roast  lamb,  the  westerners  said 
they  had  visions  of  green  chilies  and 
enchiladas. 

During  the  victory  banquet,  SBC 


Foreign  Mission  Board  coordinator 
Wayne  Bristow  interviewed  several 
New  Mexicans  about  their  impres¬ 
sions  erf  the  effort 

Calvin  Partain,  president  of  the 
Baptist  Convention  of  New  Mexico  and 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Gallup,  said  he  had  discovered  afresh 
“the  importance  of  the  power  of  love.” 

Jim  McKinnon,  Albuquerque 
layman  and  member  of  Hoffmantown 
Baptist  Church,  said,  “My  life  will  be 
different.  It  will  now  be  much  easier  to 
be  a  witness  in  my  own  communi¬ 
ty.  ...  We  have  never  met  such  mar¬ 
velous  and  wonderful  love.” 

British  Baptist  Union  spokesman 
Lewis  Thistlebrook  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  to  the  team  members  for 
coming,  and  said,  “Your  love  has 
touched  many  hearts  this  week.  Many 
will  remember  what  you  have  said, 
and  it  will  turn  them  to  the  living 
Christ.” 

( Fowl  er  edits  the  Baptist  New  Mexi¬ 
can.) 
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American,  Southern  Baptists 
touch  on  common  ground 


Thursday,  October  20, 1983 

FMB  requires  witness 
training,  sets  budget 

By  Bob  Stanley 


By  Mary 

WASHINGTON  (BP)— Baptist  groups  which  separated 
more  than  a  century  ago  came  together  Oct.  7-9  and  found 
the  mission  cause  which  first  drew  them  together  is  still 
common  ground. 

Speakers  from  American  Baptist  and  Southern  Baptist 
traditions  touched  on  common  themes  such  as  Christ  as  the 
hope  of  the  world,  the  suffering  of  the  church,  the  increas¬ 
ing  role  of  overseas  Baptists  in  reaching  their  own  people, 
and  ministry  which  touches  all  areas  of  life. 

To  honor  the  200th  anniversary  of  Luther  Rice’s  birth,  the 
two  groups  met  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Washington, 
where  Rice  was  once  a  member. 

Rice  went  to  India  as  a  Congregational ist  missionary  but 
along  with  Adoniram  and  Ann  Judson,  became  a  Baptist 
after  his  arrival .  Rice  returned  to  the  United  States  to  seek 
Baptist  support  for  the  young  couple.  He  never  returned  to 
the  mission  field  but  is  credited  with  drawing  scattered 
Baptist  congregations  together  into  a  denomination 
around  the  mission  cause. 

In  trying  to  draw  Baptists  together  and  shape  them  from 
a  despised  people  with  individual  concerns  into  a  group  of 
Christians  committed  to  missions,  Rice  faced  a  number  of 
“giants,"  said  Emmanuel  McCall,  black  church  relations 
director  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board. 
Traveling  long  hours  on  horseback,  Rice  faced  a  group  of 
people  who  had  a  disdain  for  trained  clergy,  a  fear  of  pay¬ 
ing  their  preachers,  hostility  to  blacks  and  American  In¬ 
dians,  and  other  troubling  attitudes.  McCall  said. 

But  “while  his  enemies  took  the  same  materials  and  built 
spiritual  shanties,  Rice  built  spiritual  palaces,”  McCall 
said,  adding,  Baptist  leaders  today  may  still  face  the 
offspring  of  Rice’s  giants— people  with  closed  minds,  wag¬ 
ging  tongues,  empty  heads,  and  no  vision. 

Esther  Byu,  a  Baptist  leader  from  Burma  where  the 
Judsons  opened  Baptists’  first  mission  field ,  reminded  par¬ 
ticipants  that,  like  Rice,  many  other  Baptists  have  faced 
suffering  and  been  strengthened  by  it.  In  her  own  country, 
she  said.  Baptists  have  faced  times  of  persecution,  but 
have  continued  to  grow. 

She  admitted  Burmese  Baptists  were  sad  when  the  coun- 


Jane  Welch 

try’s  government  forced  American  Baptist  missionaries  to 
leave  several  years  ago,  but  they  continue  to  celebrate 
their  faith  and  have  learned  to  sing  in  the  midst  of  suffer- 
ing. 

The  message  that  the  suffering  church  can  be  the  grow¬ 
ing  churdh  was  also  brought  by  Denton  Lotz,  an  associate 
secretary  for  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  who  told  about 
growing  churches  in  China  and  Eastern  Europe,  in  one  of 
nine  workshops  offered  during  the  consultation.  Leaders  of 
a  workshop  on  Europe  pointed  out  that  two-thirds  of 
Europe  Baptists  live  in  Eastern  Europe,  where  religious 
freedom  is  limited  by  the  government. 

The  plight  of  millions  living  in  poverty  was  the  focus  of  a 
workshop  on  missions  in  Latin  America  led  by  Victor  Mer¬ 
cado  of  American  Baptists  and  Don  Kammerdiener  of 
Southern  Baptists.  Mercado  described  the  situation  for 
many  of  the  people  it)  Latin  America  while  Kammerdiener 
talked  about  the  positive  and  negative  effects  Marxism  has 
had  in  the  area.  Both  agreed  the  church,  not  politics,  offers 
the  only  solution  for  the  problems  of  the  Latin  American 
people. 

In  a  Saturday  evening  message,  Emmett  Johnson,  direc¬ 
tor  of  evangelism  for  American  Baptist  Churches  of 
America,  sketched  a  picture  of  a  world  living  in  increasing 
pessimism  and  poverty  under  the  shadow  of  nuclear  death, 
saying  this  is  the  world  to  which  Baptists  minister. 

But  he  reminded  participants  Jesus  promised  his  follow¬ 
ers  they  would  do  much  greater  things  than  he  had  done 
and  history  has  proved  Jesus’  promise.  Jesus  never 
traveled  muclf  more  than  100  miles  from  home  and  had  a 
small  band  of  followers,  but  because  he  sent  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  be  with  his  followers,  they  have  traveled  around  the 
globe  and  won  millions,  Johnson  said. 

The  consultation  was  sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Ministries,  American  Baptist  Churches  in  the 
U.S.A. ;  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention;  the  District  of  Columbia  Baptist  Convention; 
and  the  North  American  Baptist  Fellowship  of  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance. 

(Welch  writes  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.) 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)-Members 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  voted  a  record  $136,648,000 
budget  for  1984  at  their  October  meet¬ 
ing  and  after  a  45-minute  discusson 
also  updated  the  interview  process  for 
selection  of  new  missionaries. 

The  budget,  up  8.49  percent  over  the 
1983  figure,  represents  more  than  a  $10 
million  increase,  with  almost  all  of  the 
additional  funds  going  to  support  the 
board’s  increasing  missionary  force, 
now  pushing  toward  3,400. 

President  R.  Keith  Parks,  noting 
that  more  than  61  percent  of  the  budge  t 
next  year  will  be  used  to  support  these 
missionaries,  said  “the  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  we  do  in  foreign  missions  is 
to  send  missionaries  to  incarnate  the 
gospel.” 

And  it  was  the  selection  process  for 
these  missionaries  that  occupied  a  big 
part  of  the  board  attention.  A  special 
subcommittee  report,  which  ulti¬ 
mately  was  approved  with  only  two 
dissenting  votes,  sought  to  clarify  the 
roles  of  various  board  committees  in¬ 
volved  in  the  appointment  process. 

The  report  said  responsibility  for  re¬ 
commending  candidates  for  appoint¬ 
ment  rests  with  the  human  resources 
committee,  whose  40  members  include 
almost  half  the  total  membership. 
Most  of  the  confusion  has  centered  on 
the  role  of  separate  area  interview 
committees,  which  have  been  meeting 
with  candidates  only  a  few  hours  be¬ 
fore  their  appointment. 

Some  members  of  these  area  com¬ 
mittees,  which  work  with  area  direc¬ 
tors  in  coordinating  Southern  Baptist 
efforts  in  eight  different  parts  of  the 
world ,  have  frit  they  were  supposed  to 
vote  on  the  candidates.  An  action  ap¬ 
proved  at  the  September  meeting  of 
the  board  said  these  area  committee 
sessions  are  not  a  part  of  the  personnel 
selection  process  but  a  “time  of  shar¬ 
ing  with  missionary  candidates  and  af- 


AN  OUTLINED  STUDY  OF  FIRST 
CORINTHIANS  by  L.  E.  Green,  re¬ 
tired  pastor,  4567  Fort  Street,  Pas¬ 
cagoula,  Miss.  39567  ;  43  pages  single 
spaced  typed  and  reproduced  ;  IS  at 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention;  IS  if 
mailed. 

This  is  the  study  outlined  for 
January  Bible  Study,  produced  each 
year  by  this  retired  pastor.  In  addition 
to  the  salutation  and  approach,  which 
is  found  in  the  first  nine  verses,  and  the 
conclusion,  found  in  verses  10  through 
20  of  the  16th  chapter,  the  study  outline 
is  divided  into  nine  sections.  These  are 
all  listed  under  the  general  beading  of 
Church  Problems  and  deal  with  fac¬ 
tions,  immorality,  lawsuits,  environ¬ 
ment,  the  marriage  relationship, 
Christian  liberty,  public  worship,  doc¬ 
trinal  error,  and  finance. 

In  his  introduction  the  author  re¬ 
minds  the  readers  that  the  church  is 
not  a  “building,  house,  or  bare  organi¬ 
zation.  The  church  is  the  body  of 
Christ,  composed  of  saved  people  re¬ 
lated  to  God  in  Christ,  as  Savior  and 
Lord,  and  to  each  other  as  brothers 
and  sisters.”  He  adds,  “The  distinc¬ 
tion  that  the  Lord  gave  the  church  was 
perpetuity  that  means  the  relationship 
saved  people  have  in  Christ  is  per¬ 
petual,  enduring  for  eternity  without  a 
break.” 

Then  he  adds,  “Some  27  years  after 
Christ  announced  his  purpose  to ‘Build 
His  Church ,’  we  find  a  chart*  «f  Christ 
in  the  city  of  Corinth  plagued  and  dis¬ 
tressed  with  deep  and  disturbing  prob¬ 


lems.  These  problems  were  rooted  in 
the  depravities  and  weaknesses  of  the 
character  and  lives  of  the  church 
membership  manipulated  by  the  de¬ 
ceptive  purpose  and  power  of  Satan. 
Even  so  today,  nearly  2,000  years  la¬ 
ter,  the  churches  of  Christ  are  beset 
with  innumerable  problems  and  trials 


that  threaten  their  very  existence.” 

Continuing  with  his  introduction,  the 
author  has  more  discussion  on  the 
church  at  Corinth,  on  the  city  of 
Corinth,  and  on  the  church  problems  at 
Corinth. 

There  is  an  extensive  bibliography 
at  the  end.— DTM 


Seminary  prepares  drama: 
“C.  H.  Spurgeon  Tonight’ 


MILL  VALLEY,  Calif. -Golden 
Gate  Seminary  will  celebrate  the  150th 
anniversary  of  one  of  history’s  best- 
known  evangelical  Baptists  by  staging 
a  one-man  drama  and  multi-media 
presentation  among  Southern  Baptists 
in  1964. 

“C.  H.  Spurgeon  Tonight”  will  be 
presented  by  Craig  Skinner,  professor 
of  preaching  at  Golden  Gate,  as  the 
culmination  of  10  years  of  interna¬ 
tional  research  for  his  biography 
Lamplighter  and  Son— The  Forgotten 
Story  of  Thomas  Spurgeon  and  Ms 
Famous  Father,  C.  H.  Spurgeon,  to  be 
released  by  Broadman  Press  in  early 
1984. 

Live  characterizations  by  Skinner 
throughout  the  drama  will  interpret 
Spurgeon's  humor,  preaching,  and 
life. 

Skinner  says  a  large  number  of  ad¬ 
vanced  bookings  in  congregations  in 
the  South  and  Southeast  have  already 


been  confirmed  for  next  summer,  but 
that  some  1964  dates  remain  open.  He 
added  that  January  through  April 
dates  are  being  held  for  churches  in 
the  West. 

Persons  interested  in  information 
about  schedul  ing  a  performance  of  “C. 
H.  Spurgeon  Tonight,”  should  contact 
Skinner  at  Golden  Gate  Seminary, 
Strawberry  Point,  Mill  Valley,  Calif., 
94941. 


firmation.” 

Most  of  the  work  is  done  weeks,  or 
sometimes  even  months,  earlier  by 
two  subcommittees  of  the  human  re¬ 
sources  committee.  These  board 
members  review  material  submitted 
by  staff  consultants  who  have  con¬ 
ducted  personal  interviews  with  the 
candidates,  processed  their  applica¬ 
tion  forms,  reviewed  their  personal 
histories  and  sought  to  clarify  any 
questions  related  to  the  candidate’s 
salvation  experience,  doctrinal  be¬ 
liefs,  or  evidence  of  a  call  to  missions. 

The  new  process  specifies  the  per-' 
sonnel  selection  department  ‘continue 
to  give  priority  attention  in  candidate 
screening  to; 

A.  theological  dimensions, 

B.  commitment  to  and  subsequent 
involvement  in  personal  evangelism, 

C.  the  development  and  maintaining 
of  a  wholesome  Christian  home  life, 
and 

D.  the  ability  to  develop  meaningful 
and  healthy  interpersonal  relation¬ 
ships  (especially  among  colleagues).” 


Off  the  record 

The  secretary  kept  turning  pages  of  the  dictionary  until  finally  another  office 
worker  asked  what  word  was  being  hunted. 

“Bankruptcy,”  said  the  first. 

“Well,  why  are  you  looking  way  back  there?” 

“I  know  how  to  spell  bank,”  the  first  replied,  “and  now  I’m  looking  for  ruptcy .” 


Ben. 


Ben; 


“Did  you  hear  about  the  karate  expert  who  joined  the  army?” 
“No,  what  happened?” 

“The  first  time  he  saluted  he  nearly  killed  himself  ” 


Mary  Strauss  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  a 
member  of  the  special  study  commit¬ 
tee,  said  that  seminaries  are  being  in¬ 
formed  that  beginning  April  1, 1964,  all 
those  invited  to  candidate  conferences 
mustfirsthave  completed  “continuing 
witness  training  or  comparable  train¬ 
ing  that  includes  hands-on  personal 
witnessing  experience.” 

Hie  request  is  part  of  the  board’s 
stepped-up  effort  to  train  all  of  its  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  be  more  effective  witnes¬ 
ses.  Many  are  being  trained  through 
MasterLife,  a  program  designed  to 
help  Christians  become  true  disciples 
of  Christ  and  then  to  train  others. 

Kenny  Lewis  of  Brownsville,  Texas, 
said  the  subcommittee's  report 
answers  “most  of  my  concerns”  but 
said  he  felt  the  material  on  candidates 
now  being  given  to  the  area  commit¬ 
tees  is  not  quite  sufficient.  He  intro¬ 
duced  a  motion  to  ask  that  this  mate¬ 
rial  include  the  candidate’s  testimony, 
biographical  sketch,  and  doctrinal 
statement. 

Henry  Crouch  of  Charlotte,  N.C., 
chairman  of  both  the  human  resources 
committee  and  the  subcommittee  that 
presented  the  report,  said  his  group 
considered  the  concern  raised  by 
Lewis  but  felt  it  would  be  wrong  to 
suggest  that  the  area  committees  were 
in  the  “interrogating,  investigating 
business.”  He  noted  the  report  .does 
say  “full  material  is  available  ta.any 
board  member  upon  request.” 

Only  10  board  members  voted  in 
favor  of  Lewis’  amendment. 

The  report  said  the  meetings  which 
formerly  have  been  called  the  “area 
interview  committees"  will  be  rede¬ 
signated  “area  committee/candidate 
meetings”  and  will  be  held  at  least  one 
day  before  the  appointment  service. 

It  also  recommended  that,  in  order 
to  involve  all  board  members  in  the 
selection  process,  each  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  member  be  assigned  to  the 
human  resources  committee  at  least 
one  year,  preferably  during  his  or  her 
first  year  on  the  board .  An  amendment 
which  would  have  prohibited  first  year 
members  from  serving  on  the  commit¬ 
tee  was  defeated. 

In  other  actions,  the  board  named  31 
new  missionaries  and  reappointed 
four,  honored  30  retiring  missionaries 
with  service  totaling  1,021  years,  and 
approved  reorganization  of  its  man¬ 
agement  services  office. 

Vice  President  Sidney  C.  Reber  has 
announced  he  will  retire  Jan.  31  as 
head  of  management  services.  Begin¬ 
ning  Feb.  1  Reber’s  duties  will  be  in¬ 
corporated  under  those  already  car¬ 
ried  by  Homer  Beaver  as  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  administration. 

Reber  and  his  wife,  Alwilda,  were 
missionary  associates  in  Singapore, 
Malaysia  from  1962  to  1969,  when  he 
came  to  Richmond  to  head  the  man¬ 
agement  services  division,  later  re¬ 
named  the  office  of  management  ser¬ 
vices. 

The  board  approved  $2  million  in  ap¬ 
propriations,  $1  million  for  a  loan  fund 
for  the  purchase  or  construction  of 
overseas  missionary  residents  to  be 
repaid  by  missions  in  10  years.  The 
other  $1  million  was  appropriated  for 
urgent  capital  needs,  including  church 
repairs,  missionary  automobiles,  edu¬ 
cational  facilities,  and  missionary 
housing.  , 

(Stanley  writes  far  the  Foreign  Mis 
sion  Board.) 


worthy  of  your  calling  Respect  for  authority 

By  Harry  L.  Lucenay,  Temple,  Hattiesburg  By  Larry  W.  Fields,  Harrisburg,  Tupelo 

Ephesians  4:1-5:26  1  Samuel  21:7-12,  22 44 

-  peculiarity),  “one  Spirit”  (the  Holy  the  likeness  of  Christ  He  does  not  want  .  , 

i  Spirit  who  animates  the  body  with  immature  Christians  to  fall  prey  to  This  chapter,  as  did  1  Samuel  24,  (Romans  13:1-7), exemplified  ttus  laci 

-  peace  and  love),  "one  faith”  (there  is  Blaise  teachers  with  flowery  concepts,  proves  David’s  blameless  behavior  in  their  writings,  previously  men- 

;  only  one  way  any  man  comes  into  the  In  contrast  to  the  deceitfulness  of  the  toward  Saul.  Both  incidents  show  that  tioned,  and  they  wrote  their  words  dur- 

f  vital,  saving  relationship  to  God  in  devil’s  disciples,  God’s  people  must  David  had  the  opportunity  to  kill  Saul,  ing  Nero’s  terrible  reign  as  Emperor 

t  Christ  and  that  is  the  way  of  faith),  speak  the  truth  in  love.  Truth  without  but  he  refused  despite  the  fact  that  of  Rome. 

f  “one  hope”  (all  the  redeemed  hope  for  love  is  brutality,  but  love  without  truth  Saul  would  not  have  hesitated  to  elimi-  David  told  Abishai  that  God  would 

f  the  ultimate  consummation  of  all  the  is  hypocrisy.  Love  is  the  circulatory  nate  David  if  he  had  had  the  chance,  act  in  due  time  concerning  Saul.  He 

-  redemptive  purpose  which  God  has  system  of  the  body  of  Christ.  The  mus-  These  two  accounts  vividly  de-  left  vengeance  and  judgement  toGod. 

i  promised  them  in  Christ),  “one  bap-  ical  terms  of  verse  16  picture  the  har-  monstrate  David’s  loyalty  to  Saul  and  Patience  is  an  important  virtue  David 

t  tism”  (the  outward  demonstration  of  monious  growth  which  comes  to  the  his  respect  for  Saul’s  position,  even  demonstrates  that  valuable  trait  in 

t  the  inward  spiritual  experience).  body  of  Christ  when  all  members  per-  though  bis  own  life  was  in  the  balance,  this  incident 

i  After  this  trinity  of  unities  Paul  seals  form  their  proper  role.  David,  the  hero  who  had  killed  Instead  of  assassinating  the  king, 

this  statement  with  a  trinitarian  refer-  Utoty  ia  parity  (4:17, 22-24 >  The  re-  Goliath,  had  been  a  favorite  of  Saul’s,  they  took  evidence,  which  was  the 

ence  to  "one  God”  who  is  known  in  its  deemed  person  is  to  live  a  new  life  in  However,  jealousy  and  suspicion  spear  and  the  water  jug  of  Saul,  to 

e  self-revelation  as  Father  “above  all,”  Chnst.  The  evil  m  the  lifeof  the  Gentile  caused  Saul  to  see  David  as  a  threat.  It  prove  that  they  could  have  killed  him. 

?  as  Son  “through  all ,”  and  as  Spirit  who  world  was  due  to  a  false  conception  of  became  an  obsession  with  the  king  that  Vase  12  verifies  that  without  the  deep 

*  is  “in  all”  the  family  of  God.  life.  They  thought  life  was  for  the  pur-  David  be  executed;  this  caused  David  sleep  caused  by  God,  none  of  this  could 

Unity  as  ministry  (4:7, 11-11).  While  pose  of  revelry  in  the  indulgence  of  the  to  flee.  have  taken  place. 

V  Christians  have  many  things  in  com-  appetites  of  the  flesh.  Paul  saw  lives  This  lesson  teaches  us  that  we  should  In  verses  13-16,  David  calls  out  to 

s  man,  they  differ  from  each  other  in  the  transformed  by  Christ.  also  have  respect  for  the  offices  of  the  Saul  from  a  safe  distance  and  ndkules 

'  realm  of  spiritual  gifts.  Paul  clearly  Christians  are  to  live  lives  which  leaders  of  our  society.  Today,  many  Abner,  Saul’s  general,  for  failing  to 

1  illustrates  this  unity  in  diversity  in  1  conform  to  their  relationship  to  Christ,  are  critical,  a  few  supportive,  and  protect  his  king.  He  presents  the  evi- 

"  Corinthians  12.  Here  Paul  emphasizes  The  very  thinking  process  of  the  Gen-  most  are  apathetic  toward  our  politi-  dence  of  the  spear  and  water  jug  to 

s  that  each  member  of  the  body  has  a  tile’s  world  spoke  of  emptiness  and  no-  cal  leaders.  David  serves  as  a  good  prove  that  he  had  a  chance  to  kill  Saul. 

e  grace  or  gift,  a  functional  service  to  thingness  as  far  as  genuine  values  example  for  us  in  this  encounter  with  He  again  appeals  to  Saul  to  halt  the 

e  carry  out  In  verse  11,  he  gives  a  par-  were  concerned.  The  Christian  must  Saul.  unnecessary  vendetta  against  one  who 

V  tial  catalog  of  gifts  “Apostles’’  are  not  let  his  mind  become  the  storehouse  I.  David’s  opportunity  to  eliminate  wished  him  no  harm.  Saul  repents  of 

1  those  particularly  sent  with  the  roes-  for  "stinkin  thinkin.”  Saul  (1  Sn—rt  »:74>  his  actions,  but  in  his  instable  condi- 

e  sage  of  redemption.  “Prophets”  were  Whereas,  once  these  new  Christians  David  was  an  outlaw  in  Saul's  mind,  tion,  David  knew  that  this  would  not 

e  spokesmen  for  God  who  gave  evidence  filled  their  minds  with  trash,  empti-  The  people  of  Zipta,  fearing  repercus-  last 

of  speech  undo-  the  direct  movement  ness,  now  they  must  fill  their  minds  skins  from  Saul  if  they  did  not  respond,  in.  Dnvid  *  commitment  to  the  Lard 

i  of  the  Holy  Spirit  “Evar^elists"  were  with  that  which  will  make  positive  reported  David  and  his  men  in  their  (1  Samuel  26.22-24) 

t  bearers  of  good  news.  The  words  “pas-  Christian  living.  Jtist  as  one  takes  off  area.  Saul  and  his  troops  began  pursuit  David  called  for  a  volinteer  from 

.  tor  and  teacher”  are  grouped  to  refer  an  aid  soiled  robe  and  puts  on  a  dean  aad  set  up  their  camp  in  open  com  try.  Saul’s  camp  to  come  and  fetch  the 

-  to  oae  office  rather  than  two.  This  one.  so  the  Christian  mlas  experience  At  night,  David  and  Abishai  were  spear  of  SaulHe  wanted  nocanfrooto- 

e  leader  af  the  peaple  of  Gad  ones  the  tins  from  the  dd  way  of  life,  that  af  atoe  to  past  toeepmg  guards  to  the  tarn  David  believed  that  God  would 

r  ward  af  Gad  to  aourito.  made,  dtoeto-  fktofy  toihdamre  toaaewwayoflMc.  mMdfe  af  toe  caam  where  Sad  was  reward  km  rightoamaem  aadhaaar 


Uniform 


Result:  new  persons 


